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INTERFAITH DIALOGUE IN UKRAINE IN THE CONTEXT OF 

EUROPEAN INTEGRATION TRANSFORMATIONS 

 

The history of Ukraine includes periods of religious conflict, but it also contains 

stages of interreligious harmony. Understanding this historical context is key to assessing 

the importance of interfaith dialogue in Ukraine today. 

Interfaith dialogue in Ukraine is a key aspect on the way to European integration. 

Despite the complex geopolitical situation and Russian military aggression, Ukraine is 

trying to bring its system of values and norms closer to European standards. Interfaith 

dialogue plays an important role in the formation of civil society, promotes mutual 

understanding and common life of different religious communities, and also promotes 

awareness of European values. 

Ukraine's religious landscape is characterized by a diverse, multi-confessional 

population, where adherents of various faiths peacefully coexist in the public sphere. This 

diverse spectrum includes Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and individuals 

associated with modern religious movements. Notably, a substantial majority, close to 

97%, of the religious organizations in Ukraine align with the Christian tradition. 

The religious diversity in modern Ukraine is marked by an exceptional diversity, 

reflecting intricate social and political transformations. These transformations are 

significantly influenced by both internal and external factors. Notably, the Russian 

military aggression in Ukraine, including the war in 2023, alongside an ongoing 

information war propagated by Russian government entities employing neo-imperial 

ideological doctrines such as the "Russian world," and interference in Ukraine's religious 

sphere by foreign religious centers, have all contributed to shaping the religious landscape. 

Simultaneously, Ukraine grapples with internal threats, including social instability, 

the activities of anti-Ukrainian forces, economic crises, and the compounded challenges 

posed by the military conflict. These multifaceted factors deepen conflicts and exacerbate 

interfaith tensions within contemporary Ukraine, with the most acute conflicts 

manifesting within the Christian community, particularly within the predominant 

Orthodox Christian tradition. 

Ukraine's historical tapestry is interwoven with a rich array of religious diversity 

and, at times, religious conflict, rendering an intricate backdrop to the contemporary 

significance of interfaith dialogue. A comprehensive understanding of this historical 

context is vital to fully grasp the role of interfaith dialogue in modern Ukraine. 
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Over the centuries, Ukraine has stood as a crucible of religious traditions. Its 

geographical location and position at the crossroads of Europe and Asia have made it a 

melting pot of faiths. Within its borders, one finds a mosaic of religious practices, 

including Eastern Orthodoxy, Greek Catholicism, Islam, Judaism, and various Protestant 

denominations. Each of these traditions has contributed to the colorful religious landscape 

that characterizes Ukraine today. 

Historical milestones have significantly shaped the religious panorama of Ukraine. 

The Union of Brest in 1596, which established the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, and 

the subsequent Orthodox-Catholic split, have left profound imprints on the religious 

identity of Ukrainians. These events not only triggered religious and cultural 

transformations but also gave rise to enduring tensions and divisions within the religious 

communities. 

The Union of Brest, in particular, marked a critical point in Ukrainian religious 

history. It brought together Orthodox Christians and the Roman Catholic Church under 

the authority of the Pope while allowing them to maintain their Eastern liturgical practices. 

This union created a unique religious identity known as Greek Catholicism, which exists 

to this day. 

Conversely, the Orthodox-Catholic split further divided the Orthodox community 

in Ukraine, leading to the emergence of several Orthodox jurisdictions, including the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC KP), Ukrainian Autocephalous 

Orthodox Church (UAOC), and Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate 

(UOC MP). These divisions have continued to influence the religious and social dynamics 

within Ukraine, underlining the need for interfaith dialogue to foster understanding and 

harmony among the diverse religious communities (Leshchynska, 2020). 

In essence, Ukraine's historical religious diversity, intertwined with significant 

events and schisms, underscores the profound significance of interfaith dialogue in 

contemporary Ukraine. This dialogue seeks to bridge historical divides, promote peaceful 

coexistence, and build a more inclusive and tolerant society as Ukraine navigates its path 

towards European integration and nation-building. 

In contemporary independent Ukraine, notable trends are reshaping the religious 

landscape. These trends, according to experts, encompass a surge in mass religiosity, 

significant institutional growth within traditional churches, and the emergence of new 

religious organizations. These developments have coincided with a transformation in the 

landscape of socio-religious relations, marked by a notable increase in interfaith conflicts, 

as observed through a sociological survey conducted by the Razumkov Centre in October 

2019. 

The factors contributing to interfaith tensions in present-day Ukraine are 

multifaceted. One key element is rooted in the religious dynamics of the late 1980s, during 

the twilight of the Soviet party system, which laid the groundwork for inter-Orthodox and 

Orthodox-Greek Catholic conflicts. Additionally, the regionalization of religious 

influence across the country has had a divisive impact on the processes of societal 
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consolidation in Ukraine (Shveda, Shulha, 2021). Notably, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 

Church (UGCC) exercises predominant influence in Galicia, while the institutional 

network of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) under the jurisdiction of the Moscow 

Patriarchate exerts its sway in Central, Eastern, and Southern Ukraine. 

A comprehensive analysis of the contemporary state of inter-church relations in 

Ukraine reveals two primary categories of interfaith conflicts. The first category 

encompasses conflicts between Orthodoxy and other religious denominations, while the 

second category centers on conflicts within the Orthodox community itself. Each category 

showcases distinct forms of interfaith confrontation and varying degrees of intensity, 

further illustrating the complexity of religious dynamics in modern Ukraine (Fylypovych, 

2019). 

Interfaith dialogue, recognized as a key means and prerequisite for the cultivation 

of a multi-faith environment based on tolerance, depends primarily on the active 

involvement of Ukrainian Churches in cooperation and compliance with European 

principles (Kolodnyi, Filipovich, 2011). 

These initiatives are designed not only to prevent interfaith conflicts but also to 

address the issue of religious indifference, a prevalent concern within Ukrainian society. 

Such undertakings encompass a wide range of activities, including conferences, festivals, 

and forums, and can be effectively launched and organized through the collaborative 

efforts of both religious institutions and secular bodies. 

One prominent example is the Ukrainian Association of Religious Studies (UAR), 

an organization dedicated to fostering understanding and dialogue among various 

religious groups in Ukraine. Additionally, the Department of Religious Studies at the 

Institute of Philosophy within the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine plays a 

pivotal role in advancing the study of religion and facilitating open discussions on faith-

related topics (Filonenko, Kravchenko,2019). 

The essence of these joint initiatives is to promote harmonious coexistence, mutual 

respect, and cooperation among the diverse religious communities in Ukraine. By actively 

participating in these dialogues and collaborative events, Ukrainian Churches contribute 

to the creation of a more inclusive and tolerant societal fabric, ultimately addressing 

religious differences and strengthening the bonds of unity within the nation. 

Interfaith dialogue stands as a widely acknowledged instrument for cultivating a 

multi-confessional and tolerant environment in Ukraine, aligning seamlessly with the 

country's aspirations for European integration. Even in the face of formidable geopolitical 

challenges, notably Russian military aggression, Ukraine remains resolute in its 

commitment to align its values and norms with the European standards it seeks to 

embrace. Interfaith dialogue serves as a pivotal bridge on this transformative journey, 

facilitating the development of civil society, nurturing mutual understanding, and 

promoting European values among the diverse religious communities within Ukraine. 

The significance of interfaith dialogue in Ukraine's path toward European 

integration cannot be overstated. It functions as a unifying force that transcends religious 



97 

 

boundaries, fostering cooperation, and building bridges of understanding among various 

faith traditions. In a society as diverse as Ukraine, characterized by a myriad of religious 

practices and beliefs, interfaith dialogue serves as a catalyst for harmonious coexistence. 

Furthermore, interfaith dialogue has the power to counteract religious tensions, 

promote tolerance, and contribute to social cohesion, all of which are paramount in the 

context of European integration. By bringing diverse religious communities together in 

constructive conversations, Ukraine can demonstrate its commitment to the principles of 

inclusivity and mutual respect that are core values in the European framework. 

The promotion of European values, including human rights, freedom of religion, 

and cultural diversity, is a fundamental aspect of Ukraine's journey toward European 

integration. Interfaith dialogue plays a crucial role in this endeavor by encouraging 

dialogue, mutual respect, and cooperation among religious communities, thus aligning 

with the values upheld by the European Union. 

In conclusion, interfaith dialogue is not only a means to mitigate religious tensions 

and conflicts but also a powerful tool for nurturing a culture of tolerance, understanding, 

and unity in Ukraine. As the country navigates the path toward European integration, the 

promotion of these values through interfaith dialogue reinforces Ukraine's commitment to 

a future characterized by diversity, inclusivity, and shared European ideals. 
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ЄВРОПЕЙСЬКА ІНТЕГРАЦІЯ УКРАЇНИ В УМОВАХ ВІЙНИ РОСІЇ ПРОТИ УКРАЇНИ: 

РОЛЬ АКАДЕМІЧНИХ ТА ГРОМАДСЬКИХ СПІЛЬНОТ: Збірник матеріалів Міжнародної 

науково-практичної конференції (м. Рівне, 09 листопада 2023 р.). – Українська Асоціація 

Викладачів і Дослідників Європейської Інтеграції; Київ. 2023. – 227 с.  

 

У збірнику вміщені тези учасників Міжнародної науково-практичної конференції, метою 

якої було: сприяти консолідації національних та міжнародних інтелектуальних ресурсів у сфері 

Європейських студій під час війни та поширенню досліджень з питань європейської інтеграції 

серед академічної спільноти України та за її межами, а також розвитку співпраці академічних кіл 

з громадським сектором, що в синергії поглиблює розуміння шляхів, можливостей і механізмів 

співпраці України з Європейським Союзом у сфері безпеки, політики, демократії, прав людини, 

економіки, науки, освіти, культури, екології, цифрових трансформацій та перспектив набуття 

Україною повноправного членства в ЄС.  
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