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THREE GUIDELINES TO TEACHING LISTENING

It is a well-known fact for teachers that teaching listening is a demanding

process. It requires a lot of preparations but still remains rather challenging. There are

a large number of various recommendations and advice which can definitely help but

this time let us pay attention to only one of them.

Creating, adapting or choosing the material for the future listening lesson the

teacher should bear in mind three guidelines proposed by J. Scrivener (2011). They

are the following:

– Grade the task, not the material.

– Task first – then recording.

– Process rather than product!

Let us discuss every guideline more detailed.

Preparing a lesson every teacher wants the listening to be interesting,

stimulating and challenging. Due to this he / she tries to find an authentic audio but,

unfortunately, it is often too complicated for the students. And, as a rule, a teacher

sighs and starts looking for another listening material. But what the teacher should do

is “to grade the task”, i.e. to make it suitable to the students’ level.

For example, the teacher has found an audio where teenagers are speaking

with their friends on the mobiles. Tasks for lower level students should be aimed at

listening for global understanding (or gist) and listening for key details, e.g.:

a) Answer the questions.
1. How often do you use your mobile phone?
2. What do you use it for the most?
3. Do you prefer calling other people or texting them?
4. When do you call? Etc.

b) Listen to the British teenagers talking on the phone and decide what topic wasn’t
mentioned.

1) seeing an old friend
2) holidays
3) visiting a football game
4) asking for homework
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5) playing a video game
c) Listen again and put the topics in the correct order.

Whereas tasks for higher level students could include listening for details,

listening for attitude and listening for specific information, for instance:

a) Answer the questions.
1. What was the longest phone conversation of yours? What was it about?
2. Who do you prefer chatting with? What about?
3. Have you ever called the wrong number? What happened? Etc.

b) Now listen to students chatting on the phone and write down the topic of each
conversation?
Match students with the reason of their call. One pair is odd.

1. Jack and Annie                        a. holidays
2. Sam and Jake                           b. visiting a game of baseball
3. Andy and Deb                          c. asking for homework
4. Jill and Ben                              d. playing a video game
5. Max and Kellie

c) Listen and choose a, b or c.
1. Who is not going to come to school tomorrow?
a. Deb
b. Andy
c. Jill
2. When do Sam’s parents go to work?
a. at 7 am
b at 8 am
c. at 9 am
Etc.

If to speak about the second advice, it becomes clear that the teacher should

focus on the task before doing the listening. It will help students concentrate, listen

more attentively to the necessary parts of the audio and become less stressed during

the listening even if they have missed some information.

And this leads us to the third tip. It means (even if it sounds a little bit odd)

that the correct answer is not as important as we, teachers, tend to think. At the same

time students, struggling to get the answer, should be praised regardless the result.

That is because listening to the audio two, three or even four times, they are working

hard to hear the necessary information, i.e. the students are training their listening

skill. At the same time, students who managed to cope with the task at once, found it

too simple and because of this had almost no progress in working on listening. Thus,
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teachers should remember that correct answers are, of course, pleasant to get from the

students but these answers are not the only necessary aim of listening.

So, in spite of the fact that teaching listening is rather demanding and

challenging, it is, at the same time, really interesting and inspiring.
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ВПЛИВ ДИСТАНЦІЙНОЇ ФОРМИ ВИВЧЕННЯ АНГЛІЙСЬКОЇ МОВИ

НА ПРОФЕСІЙНУ ПІДГОТОВКУ ФАХІВЦІВ З ІНФОРМАЦІЙНИХ

ТЕХНОЛОГІЙ

У статті висвітлено вплив дистанційної форми вивчення англійської

мови на професійну підготовку фахівців з інформаційних технологій. Визначено

зміст поняття дистанційної освіти в нашій країні. Перелічені основні моделі

дистанційного навчання. Визначено, що успішність і якість дистанційної

освіти здебільшого залежать від організації і якості використовуваних

методичних матеріалів, а також від керівництва, майстерності педагогів, що

беруть участь у навчальному процесі.

Постановка проблеми в загальному вигляді.

Система вищої освіти в нашій країні через вплив COVID-19

трансформувалась та пристосувалась до нових умов. Були розроблені нові

підходи та моделі освітнього процесу, відбувається адаптація студентів та

викладацьких колективів закладів вищої освіти (далі – ЗВО) до специфіки

дистанційного навчання. Отже, зважаючи на вищевказане, актуальним

питанням в умовах сучасності є вплив дистанційної форми вивчення

англійської мови на професійну підготовку студентів, зокрема майбутніх




