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The Economist
UKRAINE’S COMING COUNTER-OFFENSIVE
MAY SHAPE ITS FUTURE—AND EUROPE’SV!

It will set the scene for any future peace talks

Tens of thousands of Ukrainian soldiers are readying for action;
checking their kit, writing what might be their last letters. We do not
know when or where, but soon Ukraine will launch its long-planned
counter-offensive against the invaders who squat, illegally and
murderously, in almost a fifth of the country. The fate of Ukraine and
the shape of the West’s alliances may depend on what happens in the
next few weeks.

Ukraine may never have a better chance than this. The occupiers
are weakened; during the past two months, Russia has marched into a
killing zone around Bakhmut, in the Donbas region, and it has so far
failed to replace the tens of thousands of men it has lost there. Vladimir
Putin has passed new laws that will make it easier to draft more cannon
fodder, but it will be months before his unlucky new recruits are
available for action.

Ukraine has received a bonanza of nato-standard weapons:
tanks, precision missile systems, powerful artillery; and millions of
rounds of ammunition. Fighter planes are on the way, though only from
Poland and Slovakia. America and the main European powers are still
holding back, as they did for too long over supplying tanks.

What should Ukraine do with the advantage it currently enjoys?
It should try to break, or at least disrupt, the land bridge that connects
Crimea to Russia, via Donbas. Creating this bridge is the only
achievement Mr Putin can boast of for all the Russian blood and
treasure he has poured into his war; but it is a considerable one.
Without it, Crimea, a Ukrainian peninsula which he seized and
annexed in 2014, is vulnerable, reachable only by sea or via the Kerch
road-and-rail bridge, which someone (presumably Ukraine) partly blew
up last October.

The battlefield has been remarkably static for the past five
months, since Ukraine drove the Russians back across the Dnieper in
Kherson province in November. This is bad news, because it suggests
that the conflict is in danger of freezing along a new “contact line” that
would leave Ukraine challenged along most of its south and east, and
shorn of most of its sea access; a big problem for a country that
depends on exporting commodities. Far better for Ukraine to go into
any future talks holding more of an advantage, and with Russia facing
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a genuine challenge to its occupation of Crimea. That might convince
Mr Putin that if he does not settle, he could lose what he has gained.

The risks are high, though. Ukraine has a limited supply of the
surface-to-air missiles needed to deter Russian bombers. Russia is well
dug in along most of the front line, with multiple layers of trenches and
dragons-teeth anti-tank obstacles. When attacking, Ukraine will need
its troops to outnumber the defenders, and it can only muster such
numbers in limited areas. Even if it punches through Russia’s
defences, it will need to exploit such breakthroughs carefully, or risk
its troops being encircled.

So Ukraine, and its Western backers, should prepare for the
possibility that the counter-offensive will yield only marginal gains, or
worse. And even if it does break the land bridge, there is no guarantee
that Mr Putin will come to the negotiating table. He no doubt hopes
that if he drags the war on long enough, Western support for Ukraine
will start to wobble.

Ukraine’s backers should not assume that the coming battle will
be the last one. It is almost certainly not. Once the dust settles, Ukraine
will still need to secure whatever gains it has made, and stiffen its
defences to make future Russian land grabs more difficult. The fact
that Russia’s renewed offensive around Bakhmut has gone so poorly
does not mean that all such attacks will be bungled. America and
Europe must make clear that they will support further military pushes
by Ukraine.

And to deter Mr Putin, they should also make plain that they will
back Ukraine for many years to come. The sooner the West starts
spelling out the details of the security guarantees it will offer to
Ukraine, the better. America and Britain (as well as Russia) underwrote
Ukraine’s territorial integrity in 1994, and then did nothing as Mr Putin
brazenly violated it in 2014. The next guarantees must be genuine.

- The Economist
O‘IIKYBAHH\?I KOHTPHACTYII MO}KE) BH3HAYHUTHU
HE AHUIIIE MAUBYTHE YKPATHI/I, AAE H YCI€I €BPOIIU

Bin cmeopums ymosu 051 MAUOYMHIX MUPHUX NEpe2o8opis

JlecaTku TUCAIY YKPalHCBKUX BiMCBKOBHUX TFOTYIOTBCHA 40 HACTYILY,
[IEPEBIPIIOTh CBOE CHOPAMKEHHS, MUIIYTh AUCTH, SIKi MOXYTH CTaTH
OCTaHHIMH B IXHBOMY KHUTTi. HeBimomMo Koau i me, asne Hezabapom
YkpaiHa po3mo4YyHe CBili OAaBHO 3allAQHOBAHUM KOHTPHACTYII HPOTH
OKYTIaHTIB, dKi 3arapbaau, HeCcydi CMepTh i po3pyXy, MaiKe ATy
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JacTHUHY Kpainu. Big Toro, 1110 cTaHeThCd B HAMOAMXKYI KiAbKa THXKHIB,
3aA€KUTH JOAS He AUIlle YKpaiHu, ase ¥ MarOyTHE 3aXiJHOTO aAbSHCY.

YKpaiHa HiKoAm He Oyae MaTu Kpalloro IIaHCy HiXK 3apas.
OxkymaHTH ocaabAeHi: BIOPOMOBXK OCTAaHHIX [ABOX MicdliB, Pocig
BTpaTuaa 0Oe3aiu coamat y BaxmyTi, Ha [loHOaci, i moci He 3Moraa
3aMiHUTU OECSITKHU TUCHY 3arubAMX TaM 40AOBiKiB. Boaomumup Ilyrin
IPUUHSIB HOBiI 3aKOHH, SIKi CHPOCTHATH «3arOTOBKY rapMaTHOTO M’€dcav,
ase MUHYTB MiCdI1li, IIePIl HixK Horo HellacHi HoBoOpaHIli 6yayTh rOTOBI
JIO miii.

YKpaiHa oTpuMasa BEAHKY KiAbKicTh 30poi cranmaptiB HATO:
TaHKH, BHCOKOTOYHI paKeTHI KOMIIAEKCH, IIOTYKHY AapPTUAEPII0 1
MIABHMOHU HaTpoHiB. TakoxX BUHUIIyBadi, d9Ki nepenasa [loabima Ta
CaoBauuymnHa, BX€ B A0pP03i. AMepUKa Ta HAWUMOTYZKHIIII €BPOIENCHKI
Jep>KaBU BcCe IIIe 3BOAIKAIOTh, SIK BOHU POOHAU IIe 3 IIOCTAYaHHAM
TaHKIB.

[Ilo pobuTH YKpaiHi 3 Ii€l0 IIepeBaroro, SKy BoOHA 3apa3 oTpuMasa’?
[TorpibHO cripobyBaTu 3HUIIMTHU, ab0 Xodya 6 mepepBaTH CyXOITyTHHUH
magx, akuil 3’equye Kpum 3 Pociero gepes [JoHb6ac. CTBOPEHHS IIHOTO
IIASIXY — €AUHE JOCATHEHHS, IKUM MOXKe IToXBaAauTUcs IIyTiH 3a BCIO Ty
POCIHCBHKY KPOB Ta 6araTcTBa, sIKi BiH BAUB Y 1[I0 BiliHY, aAe JOCATHEHHS
e uyumase. be3 1poro 3’egHaHHA yKpaiHCBKUM mHiBocTpiB Kpmuw,
3axonaeHuM Ta aHekcoBaHuY IlyriHuMm y 2014 poii, € Bpa3AUBHUM 1
JOCSKHUM AuIIe 3 Mopsa abo uepe3 KepueHCBKUII aBTOMOOIABHO-
3aAI3HUYHHUHN MICT, SKHUH XTOCH (IMOBIpHO YKpaiHa) 4aCTKOBO HigipBaB y
>KOBTH1 MUHYAOTO POKY.

[IpoTssiroM oCTaHHIX II'ITU MICHIIB, 3 TOTO Yacy SK B AHUCTOIIami
YKpaiHa BiikuHyAa pocisH depe3 [IHinpo B XepCOHCHKiM obaacti, mmoae
6oro Oyao Hampouyn cTaTUdHUM. lle moraHa HOBUWHA, OCKIABKH BOHAa
CBIJYUTHL I@IPO Te€, III0 KOH(MPAIKT 3HAXOAUTHCA IIif 3arpo30i0
3aMOpPOKEHHA B340BXK HOBOI AlHII 3ITKHEHHSI, dKa CTBOPUTH HOBI
CKAQHOII Ha IIBAHI Ta cxondi, a YkpaiHa Oyxe 1mo3baBaeHa 3HAYHOI
YaCTUHU [OCTYILy 0 CBOTO MOPH, 1 II€ € BEAHMKOI0 IPOOAEMOIO OAS
KpaiHH, dKa 3aA€XHUThb Bifl €KCHopTy ToBapiB. Y pasi Oyab-aKUX
MalbOyTHIX IIeperoBopiB YKpaiHa MoOKe IIiTH Ha HHUX 3 0iABIIOIO
repeBaroro, 4gkIino Pocig 3iIITOBXHETBCH 3 CHPaBKHBOIO 3arpo30I0
BTpaTH KOHTpoAlo Han Kpumowm. IlyriHa morao 6 mepekoHaTu Te, II0
SKITIO BiH HE JJOMOBUTBLCS, TO BTPATUThH BCE, 1110 3/100YB 10 IILOTO.

OpgHak PU3UKH BHUCOKi. YKpaiHa Bce Ile Mae oOMeXKeHHH 3arac
pPaKeT THUILy «3EMAS-TIOBITps», 9Ki € HEeOOXiAHUMH [OAS CTPUMYyBaHHS
POCIHiICEKMX OoMOapayBaAbHUKIB. B3moB:K 0iAbIIIOI 4YaCTUHU  AiHIT
dponTy Pocis mae XopoIlli OKOIM 3 YUCAEHHUMU IIIapaMu TpaHIIeHd Ta
IIPOTUTAHKOBUMM «3ybaMu apakoHa». [lim wac HacTymy yKpaiHCBbKiH
CTOPOHI NoTpibHAa YHuceAbHa IepeBara y BifiCBKOBiM CHAi, a BOHA MOKe
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aKyMyAIOBaATHU TaKy KiABKICTh AWIIE Ha OOMEXKEeHHX miAdHKax. HaBiThb
AKIIO0 BOACTBCA MPOOUTH OOOPOHY ITPOTUBHHUKA, YKPAITHIIAM ITOTPiIOHO
pPeTeAbHO MPOAYMYBaTH 1li IPOPUBH, ab0 IXHI BiliCbKa OIUHSTBLCS IIif
PU3UKOM OTOYEHHS.

Tox YkpaiHna Ta ii COI0O3HMKM MOBUHHI HiATOTyBaTHUC 10 TOTO, III0
KOHTPHACTYII IIPUHECe MOBOAI HE3HAYHI mepemMoru abo # ripiie. HaBiTh
dKINO0 YKpaiHa BCe-TaKU [epepBE CYXOIyTHUM HIASIX, HeMa€ HisgKoi
rapadtii, mo IlytiH cgme 3a cria neperoBopiB. be3 cymHIBY BiH
CIIOZiBa€THCH, 110 IKIIO BiH 3aTdarHe BiffHy Ha JOCUTH OJOBTUM Yac, TO
3axiiHa MiATPUMKAa YKpaiHu cTaHe XUTKOIO.

Coro3HuKU YKpaiHU He MOBUHHI AyMaTH, III0 MaWOyTHA OuTBa
Oyme ocraHHBbOIO. [ly>Ke HMOBipHO, III0 He ocTaHHsI. KoAu muA ocsne,
YKkpaiHi Bce 0fHO MPUNUIEThCS 3aXUIaTH CBOi 3I00YTKHU i ITOCUAIOBATH
CBOIO O0OpPOHY, IIOO YCKAQOHUTH MOXKAWBE IIOBTOPHE 3aXOMAE€HHS
zeMeab Pociero. To#i dakrt, mo mnoBTopHHM HacTyn Pocii HaBKOAO
BaxmyTa mpoHIIIoB TaK IIoraHo, He 03Hadae, 110 BCi moAiOHi iXHi aTaku
OyayTh po36uTi Tak camo. CrioaydeHi lllTaTu Ta €Bpomna MMOBUHHI YiTKO
OaTU 3pO3yMITH, LI0 BOHHU MHNIATPHUMYIOTH IIOJAABII BIMCBKOBI mii
YKpainu.

I 106 crpumartu IlyTiHa, BOHU TaKOXK MOBUHHI YiTKO 3asIBUTH, 1110
OyayTh OiATPUMyBaTH YKpaiHy IIIe OPOTIroMm OaraThboxX POKiB. Yum
IIBUAIIIE 3axif MOYHE PO3KPUBATH AeTaAl rapaHTidi Oe3mneku, dKi BiH
HagacTb YKpaiHi, TuM Kkpaie. CIIA Ta Bpurania (a takox Pocig)
rapaHTyBaAU TEPUTOPIaAbHY IiAICHICTE YKpainu B 1994 pomi, a noTiMm
HIiYOro Tak i He 3pobuau, Tak gk [lyriH HaxabHo mopymuuB 1e y 2014
po1i. HactynHi rapadTii TOBUHHI OyTU CIpaBXKHIMHU.

ITeperxnao Mupocnasu BuuuHe8CbKoi

Ben Farmer
HOW THE TRAUMA OF WAR IS TAKING ITS TOLL
ON UKRAINE’S CHILDREN Vi

Almost 10m people may be at risk of developing a mental health
condition because of the war — and many of those will be children

As a child psychologist, Oksana Sliepova used to work with
families affected by Ukraine's Chernobyl nuclear disaster.

For the past eight years, she has instead treated those affected by
another disaster striking the country — first Russia’s 2014 aggression
in the East and then this year’s wholesale invasion.
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