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PROJECT-BASED LEARNING AS A LIFE SKILL

Abstract. The article considers the features of the project-based learning as a mean
of forming students’ skills of independent work, critical thinking, problem solving,
teamwork, etc. Project-based learning is a special method that helps students to acquire
knowledge and skills through continuing work on a problem or issue that can be
interesting and exciting, but at the same time challenging. The main feature of the project-
based learning is the presence of a specific educational goal, the focus on research, the
authenticity of the problems studied in the project, and the emphasis on the importance of
the work.

Planning of the project-based learning is a complex and time-consuming task as it
includes both theoretical information and development of various handouts and additional
materials of practical nature to be used in the process of work. For sure, they need clear
instructions to be fully understandable for students. The teacher should think about
making the students ready for each stage of the project, developing the key ideas of the
project, clearing the standards of the project, developing connections with other subject
areas, selecting the examples and tools for a feedback.

Engaging students in project-based learning effectively helps them to process the
types of complex problems, to develop their ability to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, think
critically and ask questions about the ideas to focus on.

Project-Based Learning effectively helps students to process the types of complex
problems, to prepare students for being able to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, think
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critically and ask questions about the ideas we need to focus on. Project-Based Learning
prepares our students for the modern world and profound thinking, and deeper learning.

Project-Based Learning prepares students for academia, personal, and career
success, and readies young people to face the challenges of their professional and
personal lives, develop deep knowledge as well as critical thinking, creativity, and
communication skills, unleash creative energy and cooperation among students and
teachers.

Key words: project, project-based learning, research, innovation, independent work
skills.

Formulation of the problem. Today we observe tectonic shifts in the
understanding of Ukraine’s place on the world’s map. And it becomes obvious that
there is a crucial necessity in preparing our youth to existing in such new and
flexible circumstances. For quite a long period of time, traditional methodology was
based on teaching foreign languages as a certain system in isolation from real
communication. At present, educators realize that there is not just a need to teach
four language skills (reading, speaking, listening, and writing) but to develop special
communicative skills altogether with critical thinking and problem solving ones.

That is why taking an active part in “New Generation School Teacher”, a joint
project of the British Council Ukraine and the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine, will enable the students, future teachers, to learn how to teach effectively
according to the European Profile for Language Teacher Education and due to this
become well-prepared for the challenges of the 21st century.

Achieving new standards is the primary objective of the new Pre-Service
Teacher Training (PRESETT) curriculum at Bachelor’s level for trainee teachers of
English. Rivne State University of the Humanities has been piloting the project and
Baseline Study for three years. It is therefore recommended that University teachers
take every opportunity to emphasize and foster modern ways of learning and
teaching such as project-based and problem-solving learning. It is advised that
university teachers make extensive use of modern approaches when planning and
teaching their sessions.

It should be emphasized that the new Curriculum focuses on developing the
professional skills of teaching through student active participation in the
methodology course. Students can be engaged in active learning by using different
methodological tools like project-based work — a purposeful, task-based activity
through which students address authentic problems/questions and create some kind
of product which they present at the end of the allocated time; it usually involves an
extended amount of independent work, either by an individual student or by a group
of students in and beyond the classroom (New Generation School Teacher).

So, Project-Based Learning prepares students for academia, personal, and
career success, and readies young people to face the challenges of their professional
and personal lives. Working on a project engages students in solving a real-world
problem or answering a complex question. They are expected to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills by developing a public product or presentation for a real
audience. As a result, students develop deep knowledge as well as critical thinking,
creativity, and communication skills. Besides, Project-Based Learning unleashes
creative energy and cooperation among students and teachers.

Therefore, the aim of the paper is to study the key characteristics of Project-
Based Learning, the ways of its implementation into the curriculum, and the means
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of its planning and assessment. The tasks are to highlight the features of Project-
Based Learning and to identify structure, components, and essentials of Project-
Based Learning.

When using Project-Based Learning in the classroom, teachers act more as
facilitators than directors, letting groups choose their own methods and develop their
own ideas. In this way, the project becomes the main executor of the curriculum; in
order to complete it, students employ principles from all subject areas, teaching
themselves and learning as they go.

Presenting the main research material. First of all, we should distinguish the
terms “projects” or “doing the projects” and “learning through projects” or “project-
based learning”. To avoid misunderstanding, it is worth noting that they are not
synonyms. The first term means that in doing the projects the project is the goal itself
and is the climax of the work, while the latter term means the way or approach to
learning. What is more, “doing the projects” is teacher-centred and “project-based
learning” is student-centred.

We consider Project-Based learning as a special teaching method that helps
students gain knowledge and skills by long-time work in order to investigate and
analyze a problem or a question which can be interesting even breathtaking but
difficult and complicated. Thus, students train through working on a continued
project where “they complete an in-depth inquiry into a specific topic or question”
(Smith A.). Such method is very helpful and convenient to be used in classroom.
First of all, it makes it easy to cope with the class or group as students are really
interested, motivated and orientated in finding out new materials themselves.
Besides, this method involves using information and communication technologies
(which are crucial for modern youth) and needs incorporation of data from multiple
subject areas (which allows students to intensify their knowledge of other subjects).

Also we fully agree with Drew Perkins’s point of view that the main difference
between doing projects and Project-Based Learning lies in the sphere of inquiry and
authenticity.

First of all, it is said that inquiry is one of the main and basic features of
Project-Based Learning. To start the work it is proposed to use the Question
Formulation Technique and then to proceed the inquiry the Driving Question will
help (to make the process of thinking more visible with a continual revisiting of what
students need to know and do) (Perkins).

The other keystone of this method is the focus on authenticity. Having asked
students of their work purposes, we got the answers which varied from “it was my
home task”, “I need some good marks” t0 “my parents want me to study well”. All
the above does not tend to resonate with the majority of students because of
authenticity lack. Implementation of Project-Based Learning demands clarification
of the project’s product, purpose and audience from both students and teachers. It
means that every student should know what he/she is doing and what the reason is
for it. Only in that case the project will be meaningful and successful.

It goes without saying that planning project-based learning is a complex and
time-consuming task. It includes not just theoretical background but a thorough
development of various hand-outs and additional materials students will need during
their work. Besides, the teacher should prepare clear instructions to avoid
misunderstanding.

In such a way, the teacher should think about:
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« preparing the students ready for each stage of the project (i.e. videos,
articles etc.);

« working-out the key ideas of the project;

« clearing the standards each part of the project relates to;

» developing connections with other subject areas;

» selecting the examples;

« ways of completing each part of the project.

It should be mentioned that there are certain examples of tasks like posters,
dioramas, PowerPoint presentations, etc. which are mistakenly thought to be
projects.

As John Larmer and John R. Mergendoller emphasize, in order to get a
meaningful project, two main criteria should be taken into consideration. One of
them is to feel the importance of work to be done when the second criterion carries
the educational purpose. Only the combination of these two criteria will lead to
meaningful and successful project-based learning (Larmer, 2010).

Besides, the following seven essentials (which have been identified by
J.Larmer and J.R.Mergendoller) are needed for a project to be considered Project-
based learning.

1. A Need to Know. The content of the project is focused on teaching students
important skills and necessary knowledge. The task of the teacher as a facilitator to
inspire students to gain knowledge and to apply skills in order to create project
products. It is advised to start with one of these activities: a video, a discussion, a
guest speaker, or a piece of mock correspondence that sets up a scenario. It is better
not to distribute a packet of papers that may turn students off because it is alike a
prelude to busywork.

2. A Driving Question. With the help of driving questions we reach the key
idea, purpose, and objectives of the project. In order to link students to the core it is
better to make questions provocative or open-ended and focused on solving a
problem.

3. Student Voice and Choice. Students should be given the opportunity to make
their choice about the products to be created and the designing style. We need to pay
attention to time management Project-Based Learning experience. Students have
opportunity to decide what products they will create, what resources they will use.

4. 21st Century Skills. A project develops the 21st century skills in students, in
particular collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and the use of technology,
which they need in the real life.

5. Inquiry and Innovation. Students conduct real inquiry, search for resources
and the discovery of answers that lead to generating new questions, ideas, and their
own conclusions; thus, it leads to innovation.

6. Feedback and Revision. It’s crucial to give and to receive constructive
feedback in order to make learning meaningful while creating high-quality products.

7. A Publicly Presented Product. Presentation of the product is not for the
teacher or the mark. We think that a real audience is preferable. If done successfully,
Project-Based Learning yields great results. In another case, it could be just a set of
activities under the title “projects” but which are not rigorous Project-Based
Learning (New Generation School Teacher).

So, we have highlighted the features of the effective Project-Based Learning as
indication of leaning objectives that include knowledge and in-depth understanding
of fundamental content standards, concepts, the competencies and the success skills
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(that are commonly called “21st Century Skills”: critical thinking, problem solving,
collaboration, and self-management). The next important feature is that a challenging
problem or question makes learning more meaningful for students, because they
need not only to gain knowledge, but to use it in solving a problem and answering
the question. We consider Project-Based Learning inquiry an in-depth and even
time-consuming process. Students are confronted with a challenging problem or
question, ask questions, find resources to answer them, and then ask deeper
questions until a satisfactory solution or answer is reached. Besides, a project should
have an authentic context (e.g.: solving real life problems), involve the use of real-
world processes, tasks and tools, and performance standards, have a real impact on
others (e.g.: improving a community park), have personal authenticity (speaking to
students’ own interests, identities, and issues in their lives). Students should have
input in a project, in particular: the questions they generate, the resources they use,
the tasks and roles they take on, and the products they create, as well as use their
judgment while solving a problem, answering a driving question. In order to improve
Project-Based Learning, students and teacher should reflect through all the process
on what they’re learning, how they’re learning, and why they’re learning. Students
should be taught how to give and receive constructive peer feedback with evidences
that will improve project processes and products. The results of the Project-Based
Learning have to be presented in a kind of a public product (e.g.: apresentation).

Conclusions and perspectives for further research. All the above mentioned
will help us change the climate of the classrooms away from one where teachers and
their students are often inherently in conflict (teacher: |1 want you to learn and do this —
student: | don’t want to and you can’t make me). It is very important to create a habit of
mind where we’re helping these students, teachers-to-be, to make better decisions,
some of which can impact their entire lives. When we engage students in teaching and
learning using Project-Based Learning, it effectively helps them to process the types of
complex problems. We prepare students for being able to analyze, synthesize, evaluate,
think critically and ask questions about the ideas we need to focus on. And we are fully
convinced that using Project-Based Learning prepares our students for the modern
world and profound thinking, and deeper learning.
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AHoranist. CraTTss NpHUCBSiUEHA PO3MIIAAY OCOOIMBOCTEH NPOEKTHOI METOAMKHU SIK
3aco0y (opMyBaHHS B YYHIB HaBHYOK CaMOCTIHHOI pPOOOTH, KPHUTHYHOTO MHCIICHHS,
po3B’si3aHHs MpobieM, poOOTH B rpymi, Tom. [IpoekTHe HaBYaHHS — I CHELiATbHUN
METOJl, SIKMH JoIoMarae CTyAEHTaM OTPUMYBATH 3HAHHS Ta HaBUYKH 33 JOIOMOTOIO
TpuBaoi poboTH HaJ MPOOIEMO0 a0 MUTAHHSIM, SIKE MOXKE OYTH I[IKABUM 1 3aXOTLTIOI0YNM,
ajie BOJHOYAC CKIaAHMM. ['070BHA 0COONUBICTH MPOESKTHOI METOAUKY HABYAHHA IIOJIATAE y
HasABHOCTI KOHKPETHOI OCBITHBOI METH, CHPSIMOBAHOCTI Ha JOCIIJDKEHHS, PEabHOCTI
npo6iIeM y IPOeKTi, aKLEHTYBaHHI Ha BaXKJIMBOCTI BUKOHYBaHOI pOOOTH.

IInaHyBaHHS NPOEKTHOTO HABYAHHA € CKIAJAHMM 1 TPYAOMICTKHM 3aBIAHHAM,
OCKIUTbKH BKJIFOYAa€E B cebe sik TeopeTuuHy iH(OpMaIlifo, Tak i po3poOKy pi3HOMaHITHHX
PO3IATKOBUX MaTepialiB MPAaKTHUYHOTO XapaKTepy IJIsi BUKOPHCTaHHS Yy Mpoleci poOoTH.
IMpoexTHe HaByaHHs NOTpedye YITKUX IHCTPYKIIH, SKi MalOTh OyaM 3pO3yMUIMMH IS
CTyIeHTIB. Bukmagad Mae cIulaHyBaTH HaBYIBHHM IpoIleC TaK, 00 CTyAeHTH Oymu
MiJrOTOBJIEHI JO KOXHOTO €TaIly IPOeKTy, PO3pOOIIsIOUH KIIIOUOBI 1]1eT MPOEKTY, 3BaXKarouu
Ha HOro CTaHIapTH Ta i3 BpaXyBaHHSIM MDKIPEIMETHHUX 3B’SI3KiB i 3 BUOIPKOIO NMPUKIIAJIB Ta
IHCTPYMEHTApIIO [UIsl KOHCTPYKTUBHOTO 3BOPOTHOTO 3B’S3KY.

VY cTaTTi BU3HAYCHO CIM OCHOBHHX CKIIAJOBUX PO3POOKHU Ta 3aCTOCYBAHHS HPOEKTHOTO
HaB4yaHHsA. TakoX pO3MJISHYTO Ta BHUCBITJIIEHO OCOOJMBOCTI €()EKTHBHOTO MPOEKTHOTO
HaBYaHHS SIK 1HAMKATOPY BU3HAUEHUX OCBITHIX LUICH, sIKi BKJIIOYAIOTh 3HAHHS Ta INIMOOKE
PO3YMiHHS (yHIAMEHTAIPHUX CTaHAAPTIB 3MICTy, KOHIICIIiH, KOMIETEHIIH Ta HaBUYOK
ycmixy (gki 3a3Bu4ail HasuBaroThes «HaBuuku 21 CTOMTTIA»: KPUTHYHE MUCIICHHS,
BUpIIIEHHS IPO0IIeM, CIIBIPALIS Ta CAMOBPSIYBAHHS).

3aiy4yeHHs CTYIEHTIB JI0 NPOEKTHOIO HABYaHHS €(EKTHBHO CHPHSE PO3B’SA3aHHIO
PI3HOIIAHOBHX MPOOJIEM, PO3BUBAE 3/ATHICTh AaHANI3yBaTH, CHHTE3yBaTH, OIIHIOBATH,
KPUTHYHO MUCIIHTH 1 331aBaTH IIUTAHHS LI0/I0 1/1eH, Ha SIKMX BapTO 30CEPEUTH CBOIO YBary.

Kao4oBi ciioBa: npoekT, MPOEKTHA METOJMKA HAaBYAaHHS, JIOCIIDKCHHS, IHHOBALIis,
HaBMYKH CaMOCTIHHOT poOOTH.

Cmamms naditiuna do pedaxyii 12.02.2019 p.
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