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Abstract

The article examines the semantic space of concepts in modern British political discourse. The
basic concepts of government, political events, citizen and ecology in the British press are
analysed, taking into account: 1) the main, dominant, feature; 2) additional “passive” features;
3) the actualization of the internal hidden form. It was determined that these characteristics allow
the concepts to be updated on different levels, as well as to be perceived by carriers of different
cultures in different ways. On the basis of the content-analysis of modern British media contexts
and semantic network analysis, a field model of the political discourse of the modern British
press was constructed. It is proved that all the presented sub-concepts are at the final stage of
formation in British political language consciousness, which is indicated by the high density of
political discourse lexemes that objectify these sub-concepts.
Keywords: British political discourse; semantic space of concepts; concept government; concept
political events; concept citizen; concept ecology; British political language consciousness

1 Introduction

The understanding of a language as a dynamic system, in which the language personality is of
upmost importance, is characteristic of contemporary philology. The subject, as a rule, explic-
ates his / her instructions or attitudes to reality and describes the language picture of the world
via concepts. All these issues have been repeatedly analysed by philologists (Elwert & Gerhards,
2017; Khomulenko & Kuznetsov, 2019; Kostruba, 2018; Mykhalchuk & Bihunova, 2019; Shymko &
Babadzhanova, 2020 and others). Concepts allow language to be seen as a procedural social activ-
ity, which is distinguished by its dynamic characteristics. These characteristics make it possible
to talk about linguistic mechanisms for designing social interaction, which occurs in the paradigm
of variable interpretations of the subject’s surrounding reality.

Some issues, however, have yet to be fully examined in the scientific literature. One such
issue is the semantic space of the concepts of modern British political discourse. The topicality of
this issue is due to the following points: 1) Considering the possibility of variable interpretations
of reality, political discourse appears, on the one hand, as a systemic construct and on the other
hand, as a factor of social interaction. 2) The main implementation strategy of the intentional basis
of the political discourse is the strategy of language influence, which consists of the purposeful
transformation of the conceptual systems of the participants of political communication. This
restructuring is achieved by appealing to socially and personally significant concepts that are
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constantly changing, according to changes in the socio-political situation in a particular country,
changes of dominant concepts, and the attitudes of a society to certain concepts, etc.

The issues raised in this article are especially urgent at present, when the political systems of
countries are changing and a transformation of conceptual values into holistic semantic structures
is taking place.

2 The State of Research

Researchers define the notion of “concept” in different ways. Generally speaking, the different
definitions do not contradict each other but are complementary, emphasizing different aspects of
the understanding, interpretation and explanation of this concept. In the paradigm of adjacent
linguistic directions (for example, in the paradigm of cognitive linguistics and pragma-linguistics),
the compression or substitution of concepts often occurs.

Researchers describing the dominant function of concept replacement frequently correlate the
content of each separate concept with the meanings which are used by an individual in the pro-
cess of the perception, understanding and intellectual comprehension of the world (Brysbaert &
Stevens, 2018; Bucci et al., 2016; Crookes, 1989; Drigas & Karyotaki, 2017; Hamedi & Pishghadam,
2021 and others). It is clear that these processes are directly influenced by thought, mind and
memory, which create the explication of concepts (Alahmadi & Foltz, 2020; Armstrong & Dienes,
2013; Cilibrasi et al., 2019; Murphy et al., 2021). Researchers have repeatedly pointed to the im-
portance of the integrity of a concept. A certain concept is understood as an operational unit of
our mind and a person operates it as a gestalt (the so-called compressed unit, which contains a
large number of attributes that contribute to the creation of a certain harmonious concept with the
generalized causal meaning) (Mykhalchuk & Bihunova, 2019; Mykhalchuk, Levchuk, et al., 2021).
This is why concepts (similar to some iconic models) can replace certain separate structures (cliché,
scripts and frames) which are quite different in their volume and complexity (starting from the
simplest images and to rather complicated organized frames) in the thinking process (Alahmadi et
al., 2018; Batel, 2020; Lamme & Roelfsema, 2000; Mykhalchuk, Ivashkevych, et al., 2021; Shymko
& Babadzhanova, 2020). Consequently, some researchers have made assumptions about the so-
called “gestalt” basis of the functioning of concepts, which at a particular moment actualizes some
individual scripts in the mind of an individual and creates various images, according to which ideas
are developed (Abrams, 2005; Cui et al., 2021; Dehaene et al., 2006; Gilabert, 2007; Mykhalchuk
& Kryshevych, 2019; Pimperton & Nation, 2010).

If concepts are analysed from the point of view of psycholinguistics, researchers (Khomulenko
& Kuznetsov, 2019; Kostruba, 2020) often view them as functioning in the cognitive, thinking
and language activity of an individual as a basic perceptually, cognitively and emotively marked
formation of dynamic character, which is shaped according to the existing regularities of the
mental life of the individual. Thus, psycholinguistics marks the concept as a somewhat diffuse
yet dynamic notion, included in the single language code of an individual (Aleksandrov et al.,
2020; Chen, 2022; Dijkgraaf et al., 2017). Psycholinguistics also explains the concept in view of
the non-discrete, continuum nature of the information that at a certain moment of perception
is replaced by cliché or frames, already existing in consciousness (Mykhalchuk, Bihunova, et al.,
2021). The variability, instability or ambiguity of a concept is caused by a large number of clichés,
which at some point in time are replaced by conscious human considerations over the content of
the concept (Heidari, 2019; McCandliss et al., 2003; Peel et al., 2022).

Based on this content, researchers tend to imagine a concept as a dynamic creation of the
so-called “ideal character” which is large, multi-functional, diffuse, and open to change in the
aspects of content and meaning, allowing the individual (who accepts this concept) to perform
the substitution of its meaning even on the basis of gestalt (Alyami & Mohsen, 2019; Dehaene &
Cohen, 2011; Ferdowsi & Razmi, 2022; Phani Krishna et al., 2020; Zuniga & Simard, 2019).

In the scientific realm, concepts are usually analysed from the point of view of different aspects
of study:
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– in the semiotic aspect, the paradigm of which examines the cognitive characteristics of concepts
(Lu et al., 2019; Valis et al., 2019);

– in the cognitive aspect, which provides the analysis of concepts, their explicit and implicit
senses, not taking into account their linguistic form (Greco et al., 2020);

– in the aspect of linguo-pragmatics, which entails the study of the lexical and grammar se-
mantics of lexical units as a means of acquiring pragmatic content of concepts, a means of
their modelling, taking into account not only semantics of the language, but also the content
of the concept sphere (Berkovitch & Dehaene, 2019; Ellis, 1987);

– in the context of multilingualism, which aims to conduct interdisciplinary research of concepts
and their language representatives as elements of a certain national linguistic culture, taking
into account the national specificity of the culture (Kostruba, 2018; Wong, 2019).

The latter aspect will be considered the most appropriate for our research, as it allows us to
consider the concept as a mental pragmatic basis which is to some extent marked by ethno- or
socio-semantic characteristics. This involves the consideration of concepts of ethnic and social
cultural presentations by the subject. A certain linguistic concept will be defined as the basic unit
of a particular culture.

There exist different ideas about the structure of concepts. Based on recent research (Kostruba,
2020; Shymko & Babadzhanova, 2020), we will analyse the concept as a multi-layer, multi-
component unit with a level structure (centre and periphery).

The concept will thus be defined as a discrete, stable, multifunctional and multi-factor unit.
The unity and integrity of the concept will be ensured by the identity of a particular individual de-
notation with which it is associated in some mental worlds. Therefore, we will consider the concept
to be a harmonious, integral structure which is characterized by unstable culturally, ethnically and
nationally marked content. In terms of content, the concept is a harmonious, clearly structured
characteristic, with a combination of features of different degrees of complexity. Obligatory signs
form the core of the concept – its most harmonious integral structure. This core in a certain way
“introduces” the concept into the global cognitive structure of knowledge and will determine its
place in this structure. The peripheral informational field of the concept, in turn, is considered to
be an explicator of hidden features, which are directly connected with its basic, dominant nucleus.
This core “attributes” the concept to the global structure of personal knowledge, which allows the
creation of a large number of connections, dependencies and interactions.

When analysing concepts in political discourse, we will rely on the theory of Khomulenko and
Kuznetsov, in which concepts exhibit a complex level structure, the main levels being: 1) the main,
dominant, actual feature; 2) additional or several additional, “passive” features that are not fully
relevant; 3) the actualization of the internal hidden form, which is usually not realized by the person
to the very end, but is also reflected in the external, verbal form. These characteristics allow the
concepts to be updated at different levels, as well as to be perceived by carriers of different cultures
in different ways. Thus, due to the dominant and additional features, the concept will be relevant
for all native speakers and will become a means of mutual understanding and communication.
If only the additional features are considered, any concept will only be active for some social
groups. At the same time, the internal, implicit form or the ethological feature of the concept will
be accessible only to people who know and understand the specifics of the culture of the given
people. For other speakers of the language it will only exist indirectly, as a basis on which various
meanings and senses have arisen and are fixed.

When attempting to classify concepts in political discourse, Roget’s International Thesaurus
(ed. by Barbara Ann Kipfer) was taken as a sample. This thesaurus has grouped all the key
words in certain concepts (there are 837 of them), which, in turn, are divided into 10 categories of
interests: Actions, Causes, Fields of Human Activity, Life Forms, Objects, The Planet, Qualities,
Senses, States, and Weights and Measures (Kipfer, 2005).

Thus, having viewed various articles extracted from the newspapers The Times, The Daily
Mail, The Sun, The Telegraph, The Guardian, The Daily Mirror, The Evening Standard, etc., it
seemed expedient to allocate four concepts:
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– the concept government, which contains the key words related to the government, parties,
elections, re-elections, etc.;

– the concept political events, which covers the work of the government and various actions
caused by its work;

– the concept citizen, which describes human activities and
– the concept ecology, which represents events, related to the environment.

Here are examples of some key words that have been given to these concepts. Firstly, key words
from the concept government:

ally

The broadcaster said Ms Truss has “so far declined to take part – but the invitation remains open”
but an ally of the Foreign Secretary said she does not intend to take part because her “focus” is
on speaking directly to Tory members (The Telegraph ; Maidment & Riley-Smith, 2022)

The warring camps traded fresh blows this morning as Truss ally Nadine Dorries publicly tore into
millionaire Mr Sunak for wearing a pricey suit (The Sun; Elsom, 2022).

Work and Pensions Secretary Therese Coffey, another Truss ally, said: “Helping people progress
in work by getting better jobs and more hours is a key role of jobcentres” (The Daily Mirror; Burke
& Buchan, 2022).

campaign

The decision to suspend the whip could be problematic for Mordaunt’s leadership campaign, which
is fighting for second place behind Rishi Sunak (The Times; Banenoch, 2022).

A key ally of Ms Mordaunt has thrown his weight behind Mr Sunak amid claims that her supporters
are organising a “Stop Liz Truss” campaign (The Telegraph; Martin, 2022).

Some Corbyn opponents saw it as a way to attack him, the report said, and moderates loathed him
so much they diverted campaign resources in 2017 to help anti-Corbyn MPs keep their seats (The
Sun; Ferguson, 2022b).

Partygate

The Partygate scandal – which Boris Johnson looks to have survived by the skin of his teeth –
has taken down a number of other careers, and it may yet have the same effect on Whitehall and
Downing Street’s reputation as the expenses’ scandal had for MPs and parliament (The Guardian;
Elgot, 2022).

The Sun urges Boris Johnson to put Partygate behind him and focus on what really matters to
Britain — the terrifying rise in prices and bills (The Sun; The Sun, 2022).

The Good Law Project said it was bringing the case because it believed the public had a right to
know the truth about the Partygate investigation and why Johnson’s actions in relation to some
gatherings did not attract a questionnaire (The Guardian; Mason, 2022).

Key words from the concept political events are:

democracy

Democracy has also appeared in retreat in recent years, after decades in which its march seemed
unstoppable (The Telegraph; Farmer, 2022).

Olaf Scholz said that Germany was waking up to the “value of democracy and liberty, and the fact
that they are worth defending”… (The Times; Moody, 2022).
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invasion

For decades, the Taiwanese have lived under the shadow of invasion from the Chinese Communist
Party, which claims the island democracy as its own territory even though, since the end of the
Chinese Civil War in 1949, it has never ruled there (The Telegraph; Smith & Barber, 2022).

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine disrupted shipments and sped up a rise in global commodity prices,
delivering a financial shock to Egypt (The Guardian; Yang et al., 2022).

refugee

The decision to move Ukrainian war refugees to tented accommodation at Gormanston army camp
came as a surprise to many working in the immigration sector (The Sunday Times; McCarthy,
2022).

Two thirds of the refugees applied under the super-sponsor scheme, opened in March, after the
Scottish government committed itself to accommodating at least 3,000 people (The Times; Horne,
2022).

Brexit

French politicians have blamed the chaos at Dover ferry port which has led to long delays for families
travelling to Europe on the introduction of passport checks under Brexit rules (The Telegraph;
Sawer et al., 2022).

Downing Street insisted on Monday that Brexit wasn’t responsible for the chaos seen at the Channel
crossings over the past few days (The Evening Standard; Bond, 2022).

Ms Truss said: “What I am setting out is a plan for economic growth. The fact is we’ve had too
low growth now for decades and by creating new low tax investment zones in places like West
Yorkshire, by enabling the post-Brexit reforms to take place, unleashing more investment from the
city, we will grow the economy faster – that will bring in more tax revenue, and that will enable
us to afford those projects” (The Telegraph; Maidment & Penna, 2022).

Among the key words of the concept citizen there are:

strike

She [NEU chief Mary Bousted] told Mr Zahawi to “get around the negotiating table now”, adding:
“If the Secretary of State refuses to do that, we will then survey our members to see if they are
willing to take strike action, which is always a last resort.” (The Sun; Ferguson, 2022a).

Huge swathes of Britain are without any rail services this week with coordinated strikes bringing
the country’s transport network shuddering to a halt after last-ditch talks failed to resolve a dispute
over pay, jobs and conditions (The Telegraph; Bird & Hall, 2022).

struggle

A source close to Liz Truss’s campaign told The Telegraph: “It’s good that Rishi has finally woken
up and decided to offer something to people struggling with the rising cost of living” (The Daily
Mail; Martin & Gutteridge, 2022).

When the world shrugs and moves on after women’s rights anywhere are attacked, abusive leaders
elsewhere feel emboldened, and the global struggle for equality gets harder (The Telegraph; Barr,
2022).
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virus

The US announced on Friday that it had discovered the first cases of the [monkeypox] virus in
children (The Telegraph; Ensor et al., 2022).

Professor Andrew Pollard, chair of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation and
director of the Oxford Vaccine Group, said we are still in a “funny post-pandemic phase” when it
comes to the spread of the [RSV] virus (The Telegraph; Roberts & Pinkstone, 2022).

A total of 82.2 per cent of virus positive swabs examined in the week to July 16 were the BA.5 ver-
sion of Omicron, according to figures from the Sanger Institute, one of the UK’s largest surveillance
sites (The Daily Mail; Ely, 2022).

Examples of key words of the concept ecology are:

crisis

Although some newspapers still question the links between the climate crisis and individual extreme
events, Black [Richard Black, a former BBC environment correspondent] said it was harder for
them to downplay extreme weather when its readers were watching footage of British homes burning
down. (The Guardian; Waterson, 2022)

Jim McMahon, the shadow secretary of state for environment, food and rural affairs, said: “The
Tories have presided over a crisis in our neglected water system which struggles to keep up with
demand. The now ageing system is now at bursting point” (The Guardian; Horton, 2022b).

Asked about her comments on Mr Sunak’s expensive suit and shoes, Ms Dorries said: “Judgment
is a huge issue. We are facing a cost-of-living crisis.” (The Telegraph; Maidment & Penna, 2022).

drought

The Colosseum could start crumbling, grapes may wither on the vine, a risotto shortage is on
the cards and olive oil could run dry as Italy bakes under a crippling heatwave and drought (The
Telegraph; Mckenna, 2022).

Hosepipe bans for households could be brought in across the UK and farmers could be restricted
from irrigating their crops if the government implements a drought plan (The Guardian; Horton,
2022a).

Officials are preparing to declare a drought in August if dry conditions continue, after months of
very low rainfall in the UK (The Guardian; Horton, 2022b).

fire

In southern Greece, a major fire burned homes in villages not far from the famous archaeological
site of Ancient Olympia and prompting the evacuations of six villages (The Telegraph; Our Foreign
Staff, 2022).

In north-east Italy more than 300 people were evacuated from the small towns of Gabria and San
Michele Del Carso when a fire in neighboring Slovenia threatened to spread across the border into
Italy and several fires have broken out on the outskirts of Rome (The Telegraph; Mckenna, 2022).

By Sunday evening, the fire had consumed 15,603 acres (6,314 hectares), more than half the size
of Paris, and was zero percent contained, according to the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (Cal Fire) (The Telegraph; Our Foreign Staff, 2022).

The proposed classification is obviously conditional and to a certain extent pragmatic. Any
classification has a share of subjectivity and relativity, as it provides a simpler structure under
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a more complex one. The implementation of the classification is also complicated by the confusion
between conceptual categories, as well as by the fact that the word often shows close logical and
understandable links with several concepts. For example, the key word “the UK” can be attributed
to the concept “government” when it means “government” (the people who officially control
and rule the country) or “country”:

Asked whether the UK would like the French to stop stamping travellers’ passports, the Prime
Minister’s Official Spokesman said: “Generally speaking we have a good relationship working with
our French counterparts on these juxtaposed controls.” (The Telegraph; Hymas & Narwan, 2022).

A drought would be jointly declared by the Environment Agency and the Department for Envir-
onment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) – and it would the first one in the UK since 2018 when
some hosepipe bans were brought in. (Daily Mail; Duell, 2022).

However, the same key word can be attributed to the concept political events when it
refers to the politics of the British government:

Rishi Sunak and Liz Truss are “part of the problem” when it comes to improving the UK economy,
Sir Keir Starmer has claimed. (The Telegraph; Maidment & Riley-Smith, 2022).

In such cases, most researchers apply a method of analysing verbal definitions, as well as
general knowledge of the extra-lingual reality.

The empirical part of the research is aimed at analysing the concepts that are part of the
political discourse paradigm in the English-speaking mind. For this reason, the concepts govern-
ment, political events, citizen, ecology, singled out from the modern British press, will be
examined and a field model of these concepts will be built.

3 Research Material and Methods

The research material was the data obtained in the process of:

1. corpus analysis of the concepts, using the Corpus of Contemporary American English (Davies,
n.d.). The sample size (contexts with the concepts listed in Table 1) was 45,383 items;

2. content-analysis of the modern British media contexts with chosen concepts (listed in Table
1). In total 51,284 contexts were analysed;

3. semantic network analysis (Elwert & Gerhards, 2017), which helps present the model of con-
cepts in the form of a figure, the vertices of which are the concepts and the edges (lines, arcs)
demonstrate the connections between them. The thickness of the edges is directly proportional
to the quantity of connections (the quantity will be indicated on the edges of the figure). The
size of the vertex of the figure will be directly proportional to its weight (the total quantity
of connections). The index of each vertex was also calculated; this index indicates either the
degree of the vertex or the number of other vertices with which a connection was established.

4 Results of the research and their analysis

At the beginning of the study 45,383 concepts mentioned in the British press at least once were
analysed. However, in order to finish the processing of the results by the methods we have specified,
concepts that appeared in the above contexts with the highest frequency were selected. Data on
the nominal density of common mentions of nominations in the British press, which are included
in the semantic field of a certain concept, are presented in Table 1. The frequency of common
use, in our opinion, reflects not only the semantic proximity of lexemes in language, but also
shows the cognitive proximity of sub-concepts in English language consciousness. The procedure
of lexical-grammar search with a distance of up to 10 words was used.
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Table 1. Nominal density of common mentions of nominations included in the paradigm of a certain
concept.
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Change 17 8 5 6 2 2 1 0 0 2 7 27 2 29 5 27 31   37 29 13 10 9 2 3 3 4 4 2 2 5 4 3 3 4 5 2 1 0 3 2 17 28 
Election 168 7 12 7 3 2 3 2 0 17 19 164 4 3 4 8 0 37   31 0 27 25 10 15 13 17 18 21 25 4 7 8 7 6 0 0 18 1 29 3 27 30 
Invasion 13 11 10 1 11 1 5 1 0 3 4 21 29 13 11 12 2 29 31   46 13 7 0 0 0 7 1 10 8 17 9 7 6 12 6 2 10 2 3 2 7 5 
Refugee 78 16 15 3 4 0 7 2 3 0 0 397 295 16 18 3 29 13 0 46   51 2 0 2 5 6 7 27 30 11 2 6 5 4 0 1 2 1 10 0 0 0 
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Strength 21 9 4 11 7 13 7 8 1 2 1 16 17 27 14 11 21 4 17 7 6 11 12 5 17 31   46 21 26 11 17 12 15 5 6 8 17 29 21 5 27 21 
Strike 14 19 9 7 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 24 0 13 11 0 1 4 18 1 7 103 7 2 0 30 46   35 22 10 14 21 27 2 5 4 7 8 13 4 2 6 
Racism 13 21 7 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 21 0 15 0 0 2 2 21 10 27 28 8 0 0 17 21 35   36 14 29 27 10 18 0 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 
Sexism 10 25 6 7 2 0 1 0 0 2 8 20 0 14 0 0 0 2 25 8 30 30 9 1 0 19 26 22 36   41 12 7 30 19 0 0 0 0 29 0 0 0 
Values 17 7 8 4 0 15 7 2 4 17 11 18 11 27 25 91 73 5 4 17 11 158 15 3 18 29 11 10 14 41   11 58 14 7 2 30 17 12 7 0 2 4 
Courage 33 9 10 2 4 11 8 4 5 4 3 7 5 21 0 2 11 4 7 9 2 21 7 4 14 10 17 14 29 12 11   2 13 0 0 0 64 2 3 0 72 51 
Liberty 94 15 12 11 5 8 12 5 0 17 2 3 20 19 17 18 17 3 8 7 6 20 6 15 25 9 12 21 27 7 58 2   134 12 0 0 0 0 27 0 0 0 
Struggle 11 16 15 14 10 7 14 7 2 2 0 4 27 25 11 7 2 3 7 6 5 17 8 29 26 29 15 27 10 30 14 13 134   37 58 0 13 28 30 0 25 28 
Immigrants 246 18 18 10 11 6 27 2 0 11 2 297 48 10 18 17 16 4 6 12 4 26 9 0 10 27 5 2 18 19 7 0 12 37   37 0 0 45 29 21 0 0 
Virus 196 21 20 7 12 0 5 0 0 2 7 16 12 0 0 0 28 5 0 6 0 27 0 2 79 1 6 5 0 0 2 0 0 58 37   189 29 136 27 182 2 4 
Ecology 27 24 22 8 18 0 18 0 0 0 3 2 8 0 0 0 29 2 0 2 1 28 10 0 2 0 8 4 0 0 30 0 0 0 0 189   325 30 25 7 29 28 
Drought 23 15 28 5 6 3 4 2 0 0 5 1 10 0 0 0 27 1 18 10 2 29 3 17 14 0 17 7 0 0 17 64 0 13 0 29 325   61 0 0 27 15 
Pandemic 25 19 30 4 3 2 3 0 0 1 8 7 0 2 3 7 27 0 1 2 1 30 2 29 27 2 29 8 0 0 12 2 0 28 45 136 30 61   36 179 0 0 
Crisis 29 8 7 3 4 0 7 0 17 2 4 135 51 13 14 13 2 3 29 3 10 27 1 19 1 2 21 13 29 29 7 3 27 30 29 27 25 0 36   56 74 30 
Vaccine 21 6 4 2 1 12 2 0 0 29 3 4 0 0 0 0 27 2 3 2 0 21 2 0 229 3 5 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 182 7 0 179 56   31 12 
Fire 27 5 3 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 7 27 29 27 0 0 29 17 27 7 0 25 0 21 29 0 27 2 0 0 2 72 0 25 0 2 29 27 0 74 31   34 
Flood 23 4 2 0 28 0 0 0 0 0 9 29 25 1 0 0 30 28 30 5 0 24 0 26 29 0 21 6 0 0 4 51 0 28 0 4 28 15 0 30 12 34   

 

The two most significant concepts are “government” and “political events” as they have
the largest number of connections. To the concept “government”, the following sub-concepts
were allocated: “The UK/ Britain”, “Country”, “Sovereignty”, “Safety”, “Leadership”, “Society”,
“Independence”, “Ally”, “Campaign” and “Partygate”. All of them, of course, have a significant
number of connections among themselves.

The next significant concept is “political events”. It contains the following sub-concepts:
“War”, “Terrorism”, “Democracy”, “Brexit”, “Protection”, “Change”, “Election”, “Invasion” and
“Refugee”.

The next major concept is “citizen”. It contains the sub-concepts “Nation”, “Tax”, “Health
Service”, “Freedom”, “Strength”, “Strike”, “Racism”, “Sexism”, “Values”, “Courage”, “Liberty”,
“Struggle”, “Immigrants” and “Virus”.

The last key concept is “ecology”, which includes the following sub-concepts: “Drought”,
“Pandemic”, “Crisis”, “Vaccine”, “Fire” and “Flood”.

The data of Table 1 is displayed below as a semantics graph (cf. Figure 1). Only those connec-
tions which are essential or significant are depicted.

Connections were considered significant if they exceeded 30. All other connections found their
reproduction in Table 1. The node “government” has the largest weight (2,860 connections) and
is distinguished by the largest degree (38) in the graph. The largest number of connections are
diagnosed between the concept “government” and

– “The UK/ Britain” (145); – “Brexit” (151);
– “Country” (138); – “Election” (168);
– “Safety” (156); – “Liberty” (94);
– “Political Events” (98); – “Immigrants” (246);
– “War” (394); – “Virus” (196).
– “Terrorism” (179);
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Figure 1. Graph of relationships of concepts and sub-concepts included in the paradigm of political
discourse.

The next most important node is “political events”. It has a sufficiently large weight (2,209
connections) and the highest degree (29) in the graph. The node “political events” has the
largest number of connections with the sub-concepts:

– “War” (324);
– “Terrorism” (117);
– “Brexit” (125);
– “Election” (164);
– “Refugee” (397).

A large number of connections have been noticed between the concept “political events”
and the concept “government” (98 connections), the sub-concept “Immigrants” of the node “cit-
izen” (297 connections), and the sub-concept “Crisis” of the node “ecology” (135 connections).

Additionally, in the basic concept “political events” the sub-concept “War” is an active
node which has a large number of connections with:

– “government” (394);
– “political” (324);
– “Refugee” (295);
– “Immigrants” (48);
– “Crisis” (51).

It is interesting to note the considerable number of connections of the sub-concept “Brexit”
with:
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– the node “government” (151);
– the node “political events” (125);
– the sub-concept “Change” of the concept “political events” (72);
– the sub-concept “Values” of the concept “citizen” (91).

Thus, the concept “political events” is the second concept by weight and significance in
the modern British press.

The next dominant concept is the concept “citizen”, although when compared to the concepts
“government” and “political events”, this node is less significant. The concept “citizen”
has only 1127 connections and its degree is 14 in the graph. The concept “citizen” has the
largest number of connections with the node “government” (94), the sub-concepts “Nation”
(64), “Strike” (103), and “Values” (158).

A large number of connections were observed between the sub-concept “Health Service” and
the sub-concept “Vaccine”, from the node “ecology” (229 connections). The connections of
the sub-concept “Courage”, which is a part of the concept “citizen”, are worthy of note. A
significant number of connections were identified between this sub-concept and the sub-concepts
“Drought” (64), “Fire” (72) and “Flood” (51), which belong to the node “ecology”. Moreover,
many connections were found between the sub-concept “Virus” of the node “citizen” with sub-
concepts of the node “Ecology”, such as the sub-concepts “Pandemic” (136) and “Vaccine” (182).

The least important in terms of weight is the concept “ecology” (879 connections; the degree
in the graph is equal 7). It is worth mentioning that the concept “ecology” is somewhat detached
from others, as it does not have significant connections with any of the dominant concepts. Instead,
the largest number of connections is to be seen between the node “ecology” and the sub-concept
“Drought” and the sub-concept “Virus” (189) of the node “citizen”.

On the basis of the received data, a field model of the concept “Political discourse of the
modern British press” was constructed.

The field model is intended to demonstrate the points of gravity and the semantics-cognitive
nodes that will create some dominant basic features in the structure of the concept (with the help
of such components as the core, the near and the far periphery). The field model of the concept
is shown in Figure 2.

The experience of modelling allows us to notice some important features of the content struc-
ture of the concept “Political discourse of the modern British press”:

Figure 2. Field model of the concept of “political discourse of the modern British press”.
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1. The core of the concept “government” includes the cognitive features transmitted by the
sub-concepts “UK/ Britain”, “Country”, “Sovereignty” and “Safety”. The sub-concepts “Lead-
ership”, “Society”, “Independence”, “Ally”, “Campaign” and “Partygate” belong to the near
periphery of the concept.

2. The concept “political events” has a double core. The basic core includes the sub-concepts
“War”, “Terrorism” and “Brexit”. The additional core is characterised by the features of
the sub-concepts “Democracy”, “Election” and “Refugee”. The sub-concepts “Protection”,
“Change” and “Invasion” belong to the near periphery of the concept “political events”.

3. The concepts “government” and “political events” are closely connected. The cores of
their sub-concepts are the nodes that are placed on other sub-concepts.

4. The concept “citizen” is less important and not dominant. It also has two cores – basic
and additional. The basic core includes such sub-concepts as “Nation”, “Health Service”,
“Freedom” and “Values”. The sub-concepts “Liberty”, “Immigrants” and “Virus” belong to
the additional core. This core also includes the far periphery to which the sub-concepts “Tax”,
“Strength”, “Strike”, “Racism”, “Sexism”, “Courage” and “Struggle” belong.

5. The concept “ecology” is a significant concept in the political discourse of the modern British
press, but it is isolated from the rest of the concepts. The core of the concept consists of the
sub-concepts “Drought”, “Pandemic” and “Vaccine”. The sub-concepts “Fire”, “Flood” and
“Crisis” belong to the near periphery.

The data mentioned above made it possible to build a cognitive classification model of the
concept “Political discourse of the modern British press” (see Figure 3).

Figure 3. Cognitive classification model of the concept “Political discourse of the modern British press”.



12 Nataliia Mykhalchuk, Svitozara Bihunova, Dmytro Bihunov, Ernest Ivashkevych

The model reflects the formal structure of the concept, determining the hierarchical order and
the sequence of cognitive features in case of their movement from the centre to the periphery. The
cognitive classification model of the concept “Political discourse of the modern British press” is
two-level, where the first level contains classifiers and the second contains examples of cognitive
features that are actualized in the structure of concepts.

Thus, the cognitive classification model of the concept “Political discourse of the modern
British press” contains the following classifiers which are significant at the categorical level:
“government”, “society”, “political events”, “citizen”, “struggle” and “ecology”. All
the sub-concepts selected on the basis of the British press analysis were included in one or another
component of the cognitive classification model according to the cognitive feature of the lexical
structure in which the sub-concept is used in British press.

In further studies of the political discourse of the modern British press, it will be possible to
elaborate on this cognitive classification model by highlighting new levels and establishing internal
relations between various elements.

5 Conclusions

Our analysis and the constructed field model of the political discourse of the modern British press
have led to the following conclusions:

1. All the presented sub-concepts are at the final stage of the formation in British political
language consciousness, which is indicated by the high density of the political discourse lexemes
that objectify these sub-concepts.

2. Not only the semantic connections of concepts and sub-concepts, but also their cognitive
connections in users’ minds are obvious. The high number of connections of nominations in
the corpus point to the former, while the semantic proximity of the concepts that create the
context of references of the examined nominations points to the latter.

3. The lowest nominative density of concepts, which are the dominants of the political discourse
of the modern British press, as well as a large degree of formation of the nominative fields of
concepts-nuclei have been recorded. The latter is the result of their frequent use in the modern
British press.
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