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STIMULATING MOTIVATION TO LEARN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

AMONG STUDENTS BY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT

 THEIR VALUE SYSTEMS

The development of the ability to speak a foreign language should begin in

childhood, since children have higher psychological capabilities for mastering a

foreign language compared to adults. Children usually have less fear of live

communication, they are less susceptible to social complexes, and are more ready to

communicate and learn surrounding world. The process of cognition and socialization

is closely related to communication. However, teaching a foreign language to high

school students also includes the problem of motivation. Unlike adults, students are

usually not so clearly aware of the goals of learning. How can you interest a high
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school student? We believe that the main problem here is the adaptation of the

educational system to the current value systems of the student.

The main problems of teaching children foreign languages include:

1) Insufficient time allocated for language learning. Typically, foreign

language lessons are held only within the school schedule, and the frequency of

lessons may not be sufficient for effective learning of the material. For example, the

school curriculum usually provides only 2 lessons per week of 45 minutes each,

which, with a large number of students, is not conducive to achieving good results.

2) Problems related to educational material. Many foreign language textbooks

contain tasks in the foreign language itself, which can create difficulties for students

to understand. For example, if a child cannot understand even a word in a textbook,

he may feel helpless and afraid of learning a language. This approach can lead to

alienation from the learning process and decreased student motivation. (Gardner,

2001)

3) Topics and methods of teaching that are irrelevant for the system of value

orientations of modern children only push them away from the learning process and

do not contribute to the emergence of motivation to acquire knowledge.

We identify the following factors for activating motivation to learn a language:

- The global popularity of the English language not only provides children and

adults with access to global culture and communication with people around the

world, but also stimulates their motivation to learn the language. By showing children

that knowing English will allow them to understand the dialogue and lyrics of their

favorite cartoons, and translate and understand the meaning of popular songs and

phrases from world hits, we can instill in them confidence and interest in the

language. This not only makes learning more fun, but also helps children understand

that speaking English opens up new communication opportunities and enriches their

cultural experiences. (Shamsutdynova, 2023)

-  Reinterpreting  famous  words  such  as  “snowman” (snow + man) not only

grabs students’ attention, but also helps them see that English can be fun and

accessible. As learners begin to understand the structure and origins of words, it helps
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build their linguistic confidence. Knowing the origins of words allows children to

discover new words and expand their vocabulary, which in turn increases their

motivation and confidence in learning English. This approach also helps children

understand that language is not abstract or incomprehensible, but has its own logic

and system that can be understood and mastered. (Cenoz, 2003)

- Regular repetition of previously studied topics plays an important role in

memorizing content effectively. Asking questions about different topics is one way to

help stick knowledge in your students’ minds. This process not only helps students

actively recall information they have already learned, but also increases their

confidence in their knowledge. By taking quizzes on a variety of topics, students can

delve deeper into course content and focus their attention on important concepts and

facts. In addition, research can contribute to the development of students’ self-control

and self-evaluation skills, which are important for students to pursue further learning

and acquire knowledge.

- Attractive and colorful textbooks play an important role in motivating

students and involving them in the learning process. Textbook design needs to be

thoughtful and appealing to capture students’ attention and make learning more

enjoyable. Colorful and clear illustrations, interesting tasks, and designs help make

the material more accessible and understandable for students. Additionally, a well-

designed textbook can help students improve their memory and retain information

better.

- Textbooks should have a consistent style and layout so that you don’t spend

unnecessary time learning new typefaces or design styles. This allows students to

focus on the learning material without being distracted by different forms of

information presentation. Consistent textbook design also contributes to more

effective learning by providing students with a consistent and understandable context.

(Wolf, 2005)

- A positive attitude towards the country in which the language is being studied

plays an important role in the student's motivation and desire to learn new

knowledge. Fostering a positive view of native speakers and their culture helps
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children develop openness to new ideas and accept differences between cultures more

easily. When students understand that learning a language not only opens them up to

new linguistic possibilities, but also immerses them in the wonderful world of another

culture, their interest and motivation to learn a language is stimulated. A positive

attitude toward a country and its culture also helps foster students’ tolerance and

intercultural understanding, important aspects in today's global society. (Chomsky,

1975)

To summing up, understanding students’ values is crucial for successful

foreign language education. By considering individual values, effective motivational

strategies can be developed. The global popularity of English stimulates interest in

learning, especially when it is applied in everyday life. Revisiting familiar words and

repetition of material helps students see the target language clearly. Attractive

textbook design and consistent style promote better learning. A positive attitude

towards the country’s culture increases motivation and contributes to tolerance and

understanding of intercultural differences, which is essential in modern world society.
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