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THE IMPACT OF TEACHER PRESENCE ON STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

The modern rapidly evolving landscape of education is characterized by technological 

advancements and diverse learning modalities, but the significance of teacher presence remains 

undeniably prominent. The dynamic between teachers and students holds paramount significance in 

fostering an engaging and enriching learning environment. According to Dr. Kim Moore (2023), the 

interaction between teachers and students extends beyond the mere transmission of knowledge; it 

encompasses emotional support, guidance, and inspiration, shaping the educational journey 

profoundly. When teachers are actively present and engaged in the learning process, students are 

more likely to feel motivated, involved, and committed to their studies.  

Understanding the impact of teacher presence on student engagement becomes imperative 

for educators, administrators, and policymakers alike. By clarifying the mechanisms through which 

teacher presence affects student engagement we contribute to the refinement of teaching methods and 

the enhancement of educational outcomes. The ongoing war in Ukraine has understandably cast a 

long shadow over the lives of young people, impacting their emotional well-being and capacity to 

focus in educational settings. In this challenging context, cultivating a strong teacher presence is of 

crucial importance to fostering a sense of stability and enabling effective learning to take place. 

Blended learning, which is now used in Ukrainian schools, emphasises the role of the teacher not 

only in the classroom but also in the online environment. As classrooms transition into virtual spaces 

and digital platforms become integral to educational delivery, the dynamics of teacher-student 

interactions transform. In this context, exploring how teacher presence manifests in both traditional 

and online learning environments becomes essential to discern its nuanced impact on student 

engagement. 

“Presence from the teacher’s point of view is the experience of bringing one’s whole self to 

full attention to perceive what is happening in the moment” (Rodgers, C., & Raider-Roth, M., 2006). 

It is in tune with Dewey, who believes that teachers need to be “alive” to students’ reactions, carefully 

observing and analyzing them. They establish the atmosphere for interactions, showing enthusiasm, 

and nurturing a supportive emotional environment that is essential for successful learning. The 

presence of a teacher promotes meaningful communication that influences cognitive and social 

development. It fosters collaboration, unity, and open dialogue, both in and out of the classroom. 

Teacher presence goes beyond the traditional classroom setting to other areas like hallways, 
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cafeterias, and playgrounds, indicating the teacher’s commitment to connecting with students through 

their knowledge and personal experiences (Dewey, J.,1933). 

The issue of student engagement was discussed by Newmann F., Schlechty P., Kuh G., 

Chapman E., Fletcher A. and other scientists. Student engagement “refers to the degree of attention, 

curiosity, interest, optimism, and passion that students show when they are learning or being taught, 

which extends to the level of motivation they have to learn and progress in their education.” 

(EdGlossary, 2014) It’s about motivating them to be actively involved in their education and 

empowering them to make decisions. The quality of student engagement is impacted by their 

relationships with the school community, teachers, peers, the teaching methods used, and the 

curriculum itself. It’s essential to create a positive and supportive learning environment that 

encourages student involvement. Teachers have a crucial role in igniting students’ interest and 

cultivating a shared enthusiasm for learning. However, students also have a responsibility to actively 

contribute to the classroom atmosphere, participate in decision-making, and shape their own 

educational journey. 

Nowadays, there is a strong focus on online education, which has prompted experts to mainly 

talk about “teaching presence” instead of “teacher presence”. According to Acuña-Solano (2017), 

“teacher presence” denotes observable actions within the educational setting, and “teaching presence” 

encompasses a broader range of activities including course design, facilitation of discourse, and direct 

instruction. Teaching presence involves connecting with oneself, students, and the subject matter. 

This comprehensive approach emphasizes the active involvement of instructors, understanding of 

students’ perspectives, and proficiency in the subject matter. 
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