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MODERN ENGLISH LESSON, ITS MAIN CHARACTERISTICS 

In the conditions of reforming the educational system of Ukraine there is a rethinking of the 

goals, content and organization of foreign language education. Currently, the use of techniques and 

methods that form the ability to independently acquire knowledge, find and analyze the necessary 

information, draw conclusions and inferences, which increases the importance of the formation of 

pupils’ universal learning activities. 

In this regard, the improvement of the lesson as the main form of organization of educational 

activities becomes very important. According to the available definitions, a lesson is a form of 

organization of the educational process in which “the teacher for a specified time organizes cognitive 

and other activities of a permanent group of schoolchildren (class) taking into account the 

characteristics of each of them, in order for all pupils to master the basics of the subject directly in 

the learning process, as well as for the education and development of cognitive and creative abilities, 

spiritual strength of students” (Cruse, 2021, 121). 

We define a lesson as an integral part of the educational process, in which like a drop of 

water, all the pros and cons of the scientific concept used by the teacher are reflected. 

The purpose of the lesson is the acquisition by pupils of knowledge, skills and abilities, the 

development of their competencies, the achievement of the final results established in the State 

standard of the appropriate level of education. The tasks of the educational sector at school, in 

accordance with the State Standard, are: 

• “further development of motivation to study language and literature, assimilation through 

language and literature of history, culture, moral and aesthetic values, formation of pupils’ 

spiritual world, their worldviews, civic qualities, affirmation by means of language and 

literature of national and universal values; 

• development of skills to communicate freely in different situations, to formulate and 

defend one’s own opinion, to lead a discussion, evaluate life phenomena, moral, social, 

historical and other problems of the present, express one’s opinion, achieve mutual 

understanding and interaction with other people; 
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• improvement of basic lexical, grammatical, stylistic, orthoepic, spelling skills, 

generalization and deepening of students’ knowledge about language as a social 

phenomenon and about literature – as the art of speech; 

• development of skills to navigate in a variety of information in Ukrainian and other 

languages, in the world of classical and mass literature, to use modern information 

communications (Internet, distance learning system, etc.), to conduct research activities 

(find, perceive, analyze, evaluate, systematize, compare various facts and information), 

to apply in practice the knowledge acquired in the process of studying language and 

literature, acquired skills and abilities; 

• improvement of research skills of independent learning, self-development, self-control, 

development of artistic and figurative thinking, intellectual and creative abilities of 

students, their emotional and spiritual sphere, aesthetic tastes and general culture” 

(Ertmer & Newby, 2013). 

The Competence Approach reflects the type of educational content, which is not reduced to 

a psychological-oriented component, but includes a holistic experience of solving life problems, 

performing key functions, social roles, the manifestation of competencies. Competence approach in 

education in contrast to the concept of “knowledge acquisition” involves the development of students’ 

skills that allow them to act effectively in future situations of professional, personal and social life. 

Of course, subject knowledge does not disappear from the structure of education, but plays a 

subordinate, indicative role. “We have abandoned not knowledge as a cultural subject, but a certain 

form of knowledge (knowledge “just in case”, i.e. information)” (Belkhir, 2022, 54). As rightly noted 

in the theoretical developments devoted to the substantiation of the competence approach (Cognition 

& Technology Group at Vanderbilt, 1997), it is necessary not so much to have knowledge, but to 

have certain competencies and be ready to find and select the necessary knowledge in the vast 

repositories of information created by mankind at any time. 

The aim in a foreign language lesson is the formation of foreign language communicative 

competence, which is a complex integrative education, which includes language, socio-cultural, 

compensatory, educational and cognitive components. This is the specificity of a foreign language 

lesson aimed at teaching foreign language communication, the formation of language and speech 

skills in various types of speech activities: listening, speaking, reading, writing. So, the main 

characteristics of a foreign language lesson are language orientation, individualization, novelty, 

situationality and functionality. 
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