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THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN ISLAM AND WESTERN
CULTURE

Shamsutdynova-Lebedyuk Tetiana,
Associated professor
Rivne state university of the humanities

One of the most pressing issues contributing to misunderstandings of the Islamic
way of life and one of the most debated topics between the West and the Islamic world
Is the status of women and their treatment in Islamic culture.

In Western circles, the prevailing opinion is that women are respected only in the
West, where they enjoy full rights, while Muslim women remain oppressed and
deprived of their rights. Contrary to this assertion, most Muslims are convinced that
only the Islamic system ensures genuine freedom equally for both men and women,
while Western society offers a false representation of women's freedom, which, in
reality, does not exist.

Before discussing these opposing positions, it is necessary to examine the status of
women in both cultures from a historical perspective and then place it in a comparative
context.

It is known that Western culture considers itself the ideological heir of ancient
Greece, as there are many ideological borrowings derived from the works of early
philosophers such as Aristotle, Plato, and Socrates. Subsequently, their concepts were
integrated into the traditions of early Christians, particularly those associated with
Catholicism.

Additionally, the narrative of the Holy Scripture about the story of Adam and Eve
introduced another aspect related to Aristotle's ancient ideas, affirming that it was the
woman who caused man's sinful fall, and therefore, all evil in the world undoubtedly
originates from her. Saint Thomas Aquinas also regarded women as the devil’s snare.
Such views prevailed throughout the Middle Ages.

Despite the fact that the Reformation movement in the 16th century and the
subsequent Enlightenment era brought the West numerous new ideas, such as the
concept of the Earth revolving around the Sun instead of the other way around,
Enlightenment thinkers supported the notion that a woman was an incomplete or
imperfect human being.

This philosophical legacy persisted in the West until the 19th century, when the
first literary works by women (and some men) began advocating for a reevaluation of
this position, eventually leading to the emergence of the modern feminist movement.

As this movement gained strength, women began fighting for fundamental legal
rights since, at that time, women could not own private property or manage their assets
on an equal footing with men. In Europe and even in the United States, laws prohibited
women from owning private property until the late 19th century.

The Industrial Revolution was another catalyst for the rise of the feminist
movement, as women (particularly in England) began working in coal mines and
factories but received much lower wages than men working in the same roles.
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Consequently, one of the first and most significant demands of feminists was equal pay
for equal work. [8]

In the early 20th century, the feminist movement's efforts were primarily focused
on women's suffrage, but this right was only granted after World War 11, when the
movement expanded its scope. It began calling for women's liberation not only through
securing their legal rights but also by reevaluating some of the moral restrictions
previously imposed on women by society. Calls for greater freedom in sexual and
family relationships with men grew louder.

This philosophy was rooted in analyzing the numerous problems women faced in
marriage and the constraints dictated by traditional family structures. This idea gained
substantial support in the 1990s, when Western philosophy on women’s social roles
became dominant. It argued that any differences between men and women should be
discussed based on gender rather than biological sex. [3]

The central argument was that there is no inherent traditional difference between
men and women and that their roles are determined solely by their surrounding
environment. Therefore, any change in this environment allows men to take on
women's roles or women to perform men's roles as a result of personal development or
changes in social skills.

Thus, over the 2,500 years of Western culture, society has transitioned from the
extremist beliefs of the ancient Greeks, where women were deprived of fundamental
rights, to today’s extremist ideas that claim there are no differences between genders
apart from those determined by type, social climate, and environment.

On the other hand, the question arises: what is the historical and traditional
approach to the interaction of society with women, according to the detailed vision of
the Islamic world? How does Islam view the role of women in society?

In the Quran, the primary source of legislation for Muslims, who believe it to be
the word of Allah, there is a chapter titled "Women" (An-Nisa), where their rights and
responsibilities are discussed. The chapter begins with Allah's address: "O mankind,
fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and
dispersed from both of them many men and women." This refers to the creation of Adam
and Eve and, from them, all other men and women on Earth. All people originated from
one father and one mother and are thus one family [1].

Muslim scholars explain that these words carry a clear message: men and women
are equal in status, value, and human essence. A noble hadith, relating to the second
source of Islamic law, states: "The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said, ‘A
woman is the counterpart of a man."

The term "counterpart™ in Arabic implies taking one whole and dividing it into two
equal parts. This message emphasizes the unity of human nature, divided equally into
one part for men and one part for women. [6]

This principle of equality, frequently repeated in the Quran and Sunnah, should be
clearly understood when examining the Western perspective on women's social status.
Today, it is acknowledged that men and women are equal in their human nature, but
this concept is relatively new to Western culture.
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What is humanity's mission? What is the purpose of human existence on Earth?
Toward what goal are people striving? Since Islam is a religion that considers itself the
true revelation of Allah, as affirmed in the Quran, Muslims are convinced that all of
humanity strives toward one true goal: love for Allah and worship of Him.

Allah communicates this purpose of human creation, saying: "And I did not create
the jinn and mankind except to worship Me." (Adh-Dhariyat, 51:56). Therefore, the
sole meaning of human creation—whether male or female—is the same, and the goal
to which all strive forms the foundation of Islamic civilization [4]. It is upon these
religious beliefs and principles that the Islamic world has been established, developed,
and strengthened over more than fourteen centuries.

Undoubtedly, Western and Islamic cultures have different origins. For instance,
American culture traces its roots to the works of the Founding Fathers, the Declaration
of Independence, and the U.S. Constitution, as well as the ideals and principles
enshrined in these documents. European culture emerged from resolving the conflict
between autocratic rule and democratic governance.

Thus, it is fair to note that the roots of Western culture are closely tied to political
ideas. Additionally, its foundations are connected to certain Christian ideals and
principles, but in essence, they are based on political and ideological beliefs.

In contrast, the term Muslim does not relate to autocratic, group extremist goals or
the manifestation of political ideologies. It simply denotes “one who submits," just as
the word Islam means "submission to the will of Allah,” i.e., a religion of spiritual
submission.

One of the most important manifestations of Islam is that men and women share
the same purpose of existence, and both are expected to fulfill the same responsibilities.
Both are required to bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, who has no partner,
and that Muhammad is His messenger—this is the first and most important pillar of
Islam.

Both men and women are obligated to perform prayer five times a day (the second
pillar of Islam). Both must observe fasting during the month of Ramadan. Both are
prescribed to undertake the pilgrimage to the Sacred House of Allah in Mecca. Both
are required to pay zakat (contribution) from their wealth.[1]

These are the five pillars of Islam, which Allah has enjoined upon both men and
women. Additionally, He has commanded them to live by the same moral principles
and to equally observe the norms of behavior.

Men and women equally fulfill their fundamental responsibilities to achieve the
Islamic way of life and behavior, which distinguishes a Muslim from a non-Muslim.,
This distinction is essential to separate Islamic principles from the traditions of
previous religions.[2]

For example, about 50 years (around 500 CE) before the birth of the Prophet, may
Allah bless and grant him peace, a Council of Bishops was held in France to discuss
the question: Does a woman have a soul or not? If she indeed has a soul, what is the
purpose of her existence on Earth? Is it to worship the Almighty? And if she worships
Him, will she enter Paradise?
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Eventually, the council concluded that a woman does have a soul, but this view
contradicted previous beliefs. However, they stated that a woman's purpose on Earth is
not only to worship the Almighty but also to serve man.

In Islam, however, the required obedience does not imply subservience to men, as
both men and women are equally subordinate to the Almighty, the Lord of all worlds.

In both French and Arabic, there are two categories of verbs—one for addressing
women and another for men. However, in the Quran, the same forms and expressions
are used for both Muslim men and women, reaffirming the right of both genders to
equality.

Thus, Islam conveys that men and women share a common human nature and that
the goal each strives for in life is the same—each seeks reward in Paradise for their
deeds.

This distinction demonstrates that Islam separates itself from the traditions of
previous beliefs, as well as the political and social systems that dominated among
philosophers before Islam’s emergence.

Ultimately, it is evident that Islam, from its earliest days, granted women rights that
are considered a gift and a form of respect in modern times.
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TEOMETPUYHA HEJIHIMHICTD B 3AJIAUAX
MATEMATHUYHOI ®I3UKHU. HATIIPY)KEHUU CTAH
THYUYKUX IJJACTHUH

Kpusoosouska Jlapuca MukosaaiBHa

K. .-M. H., TOTICHT,

JOIEHT KadeIpHu BUIIOT MaTEeMaTUKH Ta (P13UKHU,
[{eHTpanbHOYKpaiHCHKHMI HAIlIOHATLHUNM TEXHIYHUN YHIBEPCUTET

[TpoGsiemi KOHIIEHTpAIlli HaPY>KeHb O1JIs1 OTBOPY IJIACTUH MPH IX PO3TATY, CTUCKY
a00 3CyBY (B JIIHIHHO1 Ta HEJIIHIMHOT TOCTaHOBAX ) MPUCBAYEHI YUCEIbHI JOCIIKESHHS.
Meronu Masoro mnapameTpa 3HAWIUIM IIMPOKE 3aCTOCYBAHHS NpU PO3B'sI3aHHI
OaraTboX 3a7a4 B PI3HUX 0OJacTsAX (I3UKH, MAaTEMAaTUKH, MEXaHIKH, aCTPOHOMII.
[TutaHHs pO3paxyHKY 3yCHUIIb T4 HaBAaHTAXKEHb O1s OTBOPY NpPH 3THHI IJIACTUHU €
JOCTaTHbO AKTyaJIbHUM. OCOOJIMBO IUTIAHO III METOAM BUKOPUCTOBYIOTHCSA MpHU
JOCIIUKEHH] HENIHIMHUX 3a7a4 MeXaHIKM. BOHM € MOTyTHIM MEXaHI3MOM Ipu
PO3B’s3aHHI1 3a7a4 HEJIIHIHUX KOJIMBaHb 1 TPOOJIEM CTIMKOCTI. 3aCTOCYBaHHS METO/IIB
Teopli 30ypeHb B MexaHill AedOpMIBHOTO TBEPAOro Tula OYJO BHUKIMKAHO
HEOOXIJTHICTIO PO3B’SI3aHHA HEMIHIMHUX NpoOJIeM IUIOCKMX 1 MPOCTOPOBHX 3adad
Teopii MPY>KHOCTI, INIACTUYHOCTI, B’ I3KOMPY>KHOCTI.

[Ipu po3B’si3yBaHHI 3a/1a4 MPYKHOTO T€OMETPUYHO HENIHIMHOTO 3rUHY IIJIACTHH 3
OTBOPOM 3yCTPIYAETHCS PsIi MPUHIIUIIOBUX TPYIHOINIIB. ['0JIOBHI 3 HUX TOJIATAIOTH B
TOMY, IO TPU 3aCTOCYBaHHI 1ITEpAllIfHUX CXEM PO3B’SI3KY JOBUIHHOTO THITY, CYyTTEBO
30UTBIIY€ThCSI HA “HECKIHYEHHOCTI” TMOPSIAOK OCOOJIMBOCTEH, SIKIi TOPOIKYIOThH
nmovaTtkoBi (JTiHIMHI) HaOMMKEHHS. B KIHIIEBOMY MiJICYMKY MPOTHUHU, 3YCHJIUI,
MOMEHTH MpH BIIXOJl BiJI OTBOPY KaTacTpo(iuHO 3poCTaroTh. B 3B’SA3Ky 3 LM
BUHMKJA 3aJaya MOIIYKY METOJIB pPO3B’SI3Ky BKa3aHOI 3ajadyi, Kl O J03BOJIWIA
CYTTEBO 3MEHIIMTA B IIyKAaHUX pO3B’SI3KaxX TMOPSAJOK CHHTYJISIPHOCTEH Ha
“HECKIHYEHHOCTI” 1 JaJidu O MOXKIMBICTD BHUKOHYBaTH PO3PAXYHKH CHIIOBHX
XapaKTEpPUCTHK B JOBUIbHIM TOYII IJIACTUHU. 3a JOIMOMOTOI0 TaKMX METO/IB MOKHA
OJICp’KYBaTH TIEBHE YHCJIO HAOJMKEHb, MPOTE, JBA-TPU HAOIMKEHHS B 0aratbox
BUIAJIKaX JO3BOJISIOTH OJIEPXKATH MPHUIATHUH, B MPAKTUYHOMY PO3YMiHHI, PO3B’SI30K
3a/adl.

PosrisiaeThcsl TOHKA IUIACTHHA TOBIIMHU /A , sika ociabjieHa KPUBOJIIHIMHAM
OTBOPOM 3 JIOCTaTHHO TJIaJKUM KOHTypoMm L (puc. 1). BBaxkaemo, mo koHTyp L
CIIBIAJAE 3 OJHOIO 3 KOOPJAMHATHUX JIIHIM, HANpUKIaa O, . [lodyatok iHepmianbHOT

CHUCTEMHU BIJUIIKy BUOHMpaeTbcs B Toumli (O , sKa HaJEXUTh 001acTi, 0OMEKEHOI
KOHTypoM L . Marepiajl TUIaCTUHM BBa)KA€EMO OJHOPITHUM 130TPOIHUM; KOHTYP
OTBOPY — BUIBHMUM BIJ 30BHIIIHBOIO HaBaHTaXeHHS. Ha «HECKIHYEHHOCTI»
MPUKIAZAEH] 3TMHAI0Yl MOMEHTH, BEKTOPU SKUX KOJIHEapH1 KOOPAUHATHUM JiHISM

Ox,, OX, .
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