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FAMILY IN THE CONTEXT OF SOCIAL AND
RELIGIOUS INFLUENCES

Shamsutdynova-Lebedyuk Tetiana
Ph.D., Associate Professor
Rivne state university of the humanities,

Lyalovych Volodymyr
Ph.D. student,
Rivne state university of the humanities,

The family always acts as a key element of any social union. Through family
relationships, we begin to form our society and actively participate in social life. The
institution of the family is a fundamental social institution in which the development
of the personality takes place, including the formation of its individual qualities that
affect the cultural, psychological, religious and social adaptation of the individual in a
specific society. The family also plays an important role in the formation and
maintenance of socially creative institutions that determine social norms and values.

Despite, attempts to define the family as a social institution still remain
insufficiently successful. Historically, the definition of family has varied depending on
social context and cultural conditions. The peculiarities of the study of the family can
be associated with several factors: its historically changing nature, which reflects
different social and cultural stages; the influence of cultural, ethnic and religious
characteristics that form various models of family relations; the complexity of the
family phenomenon itself, which encompasses various aspects of personal and social
development; as well as the limitations of approaches that are mainly focused on social
sciences. In particular, existing approaches to defining the family often focus on social
and economic aspects, which may not fully cover all aspects of family dynamics and
its interaction with other social institutions.

Attempts to determine the family so far cannot be called completely successful.
Historically, the definition of the family as a social institution was mostly contextual
in nature. It can be argued that the peculiarities of the study of the family are connected
with several factors: its historically changing nature; the influence of cultural, ethnic
and religious characteristics; the complexity of the family phenomenon itself; as well
as the limitations of approaches that are mainly based on social sciences [8, c. 10].

The family as a social institution holds significant interest for socio-religious
research. On one hand, it ensures societal stability and evolves in tandem with it. On
the other hand, it serves as a space where personal development occurs, including
spiritual and moral growth, and the formation of one’s personal identity [2, p. 284].

Family is a crucial nucleus of society, serving as a model for specific historical
periods and reflecting the moral and spiritual contradictions inherent in its development.
Within the family, a diverse range of societal relationships are reflected and intertwined,
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including economic, political, legal, spiritual-ideological, psychological, moral,
aesthetic, and educational aspects [5, p. 179].

By encompassing societal processes, the family maintains, accumulates, and
conveys labor skills, spiritual culture, and standards of social behavior to successive
generations, acting as a unique social entity. It serves as a prototype for gender
interactions, family-marital relations, and underscores the religious and social roles of
men and women in modern Ukrainian society [1, p. 4].

The societal value and significance of the family are defined by its role in the
production and reproduction of immediate life, child-rearing, and the formation of
individual consciousness and spirituality. It is within the family that a person’s
character, moral, ideological, and cultural values are developed. From the family, we
derive peace and comfort, inspiration, religious heritage, and our sense of identity [3,
p. 217].

Hence, in contemporary Ukrainian society, the concept of the family has permeated
nearly all aspects of public life. Social changes have notably impacted the functioning
of modern Ukrainian families. The family represents a complex socio-cultural
phenomenon [7, p. 437]. It integrates virtually all aspects of societal life and spans all
levels of social practice — from individual to societal-historical, from material to
spiritual.

Understanding the family from multiple perspectives—social, religious, and
cultural—can significantly enhance the comprehension and harmony between its
various dimensions. The family is integral to societal stability and evolution, while
simultaneously functioning as a crucial arena for individual growth, spiritual
development, and the formation of personal identity [4, p. 39].

It is vital to foster a nuanced understanding of the common values and distinct
differences among various family concepts by increasing religious and cultural
diversity. This approach helps in recognizing how families adapt to and reflect broader
societal changes while maintaining their core values.

Concept of “family” is a primary vehicle for the transmission of culture,
encompassing values, axiological orientations, traditions, social norms, and behavioral
standards. In the socio-religious context of Ukrainian society, the family cannot be
examined in isolation from its social and religious environment. It serves as a vital
institution that perpetuates cultural continuity and adaptation, reflecting the broader
societal shifts and challenges [7, p. 437].

The family is more than just a unit of marriage; it is a complex system
encompassing spouses, children, and extended relatives. As a social nucleus, it often
mirrors the broader society, providing a close approximation of societal norms and
values. The family’s role extends beyond its internal dynamics to influence societal
structures and cultural practices [6, p. 161].

Within the family, the foundation for future societal roles is laid. The family
environment is crucial for the development of moral and spiritual experiences, which
help preserve historical and cultural traditions while integrating modern advancements
and future aspirations. This dual role of the family ensures that its members are
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equipped to navigate contemporary challenges while remaining connected to their
cultural heritage [3, p. 217].

In the face of social transformations, military conflicts, and economic crises,
Ukrainian families often encounter significant challenges, including separation, loss,
and emotional distress. These difficulties can have profound effects on the spiritual,
moral, and social development of individuals, particularly impacting how children
form their life values and worldview. The resilience of families in these circumstances
Is crucial for maintaining societal stability and fostering personal growth [4, p. 39].

The Ukrainian family institution is deeply rooted in family traditions, which are
seen as essential for stability and development. The family is not only a social entity
but also a crucial environment for the transmission of national ideals, spiritual beliefs,
and cultural heritage. Children, as the carriers of these values, are central to the
continuity and future of the nation.

For many Ukrainian families, children represent both hope for the future and the
motivation for preserving and advancing family traditions. This focus on children
underscores the family’s role in ensuring social stability and the continuity of cultural
and spiritual values. The family thus plays a key role in shaping a resilient and self-
sufficient Ukrainian nation.

In summary, the family is a multifaceted institution that integrates social, cultural,
and religious dimensions. Its role in shaping individual identities, preserving cultural
heritage, and contributing to societal stability cannot be overstated. As Ukrainian
society continues to navigate complex social and economic landscapes, understanding
the family’s diverse roles and challenges remains essential for fostering a cohesive and
dynamic community.
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