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THE HISTORY OF DIGITAL LEARNING IN EFL ONLINE CLASSROOM 
The history of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom as English 

Foreign Language education reflects the evolution of Digital technologies and its integration into 
the whole process of Teaching Methodologies. Over the decades in the 21st century, technological 
advancements have transformed traditional language instructions, making learning more 
interactive, accessible and personalized. From early period of Computer-Assisted Language 
Learning (CALL) programs to modern artificial intelligence (AI)-driven applications, Digital 
Learning has played a significant role in shaping EFL education in online classroom. 

This Chapter 1.1 provides in-depth exploration of the historical development of Digital 
learning in English Foreign Language online classroom, tracing its origins, key milestones, and 
the evolution of digital tools used for Language Acquisition. 

1. The Pre-Digital Era in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language 
online classroom: Traditional Language Learning (Before the 1960s of the XXth century). 

Before the emergence of Digital Technologies, EFL online classroom education relied on 
traditional teaching methods, which include: 

– Grammar-Translation Method (18th–19th centuries): It focused on translation 
exercises, vocabulary memorization, and grammatical rules. 

– Direct Method (late 19th–early 20th century): It focused on encouraged immersion, 
conversation practice and pronunciation training. 

– Audio-Lingual Method (mid-20th century): Based on repetition, drills and behaviorist 
theories of learning. 

During this period, Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom and 
Digital technologies played a minimal role in language instructions, with books, flashcards, and 
classroom interactions being the primary tools for learning (Furmanovsky, 1997). 

2. The Emergence of Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) (1960s–1980s) in the 
process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom. 

The introduction of computers in education marked the beginning of Computer-Assisted 
Language Learning (CALL), a field that explored how technology could support language 
acquisition in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom. 

Early CALL in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online 
classroom (1960s–1970s): 

The first CALL programs in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language 
online classroom were text-based, offering basic Grammar and Vocabulary exercises. 

The PLATO system (Programmed Logic for Automated Teaching Operations) at the 
University of Illinois in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online 
classroom was one of the earliest digital learning platforms, providing interactive exercises for 
language learners (Canning-Wilson, 2000). 

Behaviorist CALL in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online 
classroom (1970s–1980s). In the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online 
classroom and influenced by Skinner’s behaviorist theories, CALL programs focused on drills, 
repetition, and reinforcement. 

The Example of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom: Stanford’s 
Programmed Logic for Automatic Teaching Operations (PLATO) offered vocabulary-building 
exercises and sentence structure drills. 

Limitations of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom: these 
programs were rigid and repetitive, they were lack of a real interaction and creativity (Hadley, 
1993). 
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Despite its limitations, early CALL in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign 
Language online classroom set the foundation for integrating computers into EFL learning and 
paved the way for more interactive and engaging Digital tools. 

3. The Communicative Era and Multimedia Integration in the process of Digital learning 
in English Foreign Language online classroom (1990s–2000s). 

By the 1990s, the rise of personal computers and the Internet revolutionized digital learning 
in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom. Key 
developments of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom during this period 
included: 

1. Communicative CALL (1990s) in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign 
Language online classroom includes: 

- Shifted from drills to interactive activities that encouraged meaningful communication in 
the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom. 

- Programs like Dialogues and Tell Me More introduced speech recognition technologies 
for pronunciation practice in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online 
classroom. 

2. The Role of the Internet in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language 
online classroom includes: 

- The World Wide Web (1991) provided unlimited access to online resources in the process 
of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online classroom. 

- Early online dictionaries and language learning websites (e.g., BBC Learning English) 
became the most popular in the process of Digital learning in English Foreign Language online 
classroom. 

Email and discussion forums which are provided in the process of Digital learning in 
English Foreign Language online classroom, allowed pupils to communicate with native speakers. 
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