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Міжконфесійний конфлікт між ПЦУ та УПЦ є одним із проявів складних 

трансформацій, що відбуваються у релігійному житті України. Однак ескалація 

протистояння між різними православними юрисдикціями має негативні 

наслідки для суспільної консолідації. Конфронтаційна риторика, політизація 

церковного життя та суперечки між релігійними громадами сприяють 

поглибленню соціальної поляризації. 
У ситуації війни подібні конфлікти можуть послаблювати національну 

єдність і створювати додаткові можливості для зовнішніх інформаційних 

маніпуляцій. Крім того, вони можуть негативно впливати на міжнародний 

імідж України та ускладнювати її європейський інтеграційний курс. 
У цих умовах особливого значення набуває розвиток культури 

міжконфесійного діалогу та взаємної поваги. Релігійні інституції повинні 

усвідомлювати свою відповідальність за збереження суспільної стабільності та 

сприяти консолідації українського суспільства. Лише за умови конструктивної 

взаємодії між різними конфесіями релігійна сфера може стати чинником 

зміцнення національної безпеки, а не джерелом соціальних конфліктів. 
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CHAPLAINCY AS A FORM OF SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL SUPPORT 

 
Chaplaincy ministry is a special form of the Church’s spiritual activity aimed at 

providing spiritual, moral, and psychological support to people who are in difficult 
life circumstances or in high-risk environments. The term «chaplain» refers to a 
clergy member who performs pastoral care outside the church building, directly 
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where people most need spiritual support. The main purpose of chaplaincy ministry is 
to help a person preserve faith, inner balance, and moral resilience. 

The essence of chaplaincy ministry lies in combining spiritual care with 
elements of social assistance. Chaplains conduct worship services, prayer services, 
individual conversations, confessions, and provide spiritual guidance. They support 
people in crisis situations, particularly in conditions of fear, loss, stress, or 
uncertainty. An important aspect of their work is the ability to listen to individuals, 
offer moral support, and help them find meaning and hope in difficult life 
circumstances. 

Chaplaincy ministry is based on Christian values such as love for one’s 

neighbor, mercy, compassion, and responsibility. Helping a person within the 
framework of chaplaincy is seen not only as a social duty but also as a spiritual 
calling that arises from the teachings of the Gospel. For this reason, chaplaincy 
ministry emphasizes respect for human dignity regardless of a person’s religious 

beliefs, nationality, or social status. 
An important feature of chaplaincy ministry is its accessibility and closeness to 

people. Chaplains carry out their activities in military units, hospitals, educational 
institutions, temporary accommodation centers for displaced persons, and other 
places where people require constant spiritual support. They work in close 
cooperation with volunteers, medical staff, and social services, which ensures a 
comprehensive approach to helping individuals. 

Chaplaincy activities cover various spheres of social life and are aimed at 
providing spiritual and moral support to people who are experiencing difficult life 
situations. Depending on the environment in which chaplaincy is carried out, several 
main areas can be distinguished, each with its own characteristics and tasks. 

One of the most important areas is military chaplaincy. It is aimed at 
providing spiritual, moral, and psychological support to military personnel. Military 
chaplains conduct worship services, prayer services, and pastoral conversations, 
support soldiers during periods of combat, and help them cope with fear, stress, and 
the loss of fellow soldiers. In addition, chaplains provide spiritual support to the 
families of military personnel, which helps maintain the moral resilience of both the 
soldiers themselves and their loved ones. 

Another important area is medical chaplaincy, which is carried out in 
hospitals, clinics, and rehabilitation centers. Medical chaplains provide spiritual 
support to patients, the wounded, people with disabilities, and medical staff. They 
help patients cope with the fear of illness, pain, and uncertainty, contributing to their 
moral and psychological recovery. 

Educational chaplaincy is aimed at providing spiritual and moral support to 
pupils, students, teachers, and staff of educational institutions. Within this area, 
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chaplains conduct spiritual and educational discussions, organize formative activities, 
and promote the development of moral values, responsible attitudes toward life, and 
respect for others. 

A separate area is social chaplaincy, which includes work with internally 
displaced persons, the elderly, individuals who have lost relatives, or those who are in 
difficult life circumstances. Social chaplains combine spiritual care with elements of 
social assistance and cooperate with volunteers and civic organizations. 

Chaplaincy ministry plays an important role in the social life of society because 
it is aimed at supporting people in difficult life circumstances and preserving moral 
and spiritual values. Through their work, chaplains help individuals not only 
spiritually but also socially, assisting them in overcoming crisis situations, fear, 
loneliness, and psychological stress. 

The social significance of chaplaincy lies in its contribution to strengthening 
social cohesion and mutual support. Chaplains work with various social groups–

military personnel, internally displaced persons, the sick, the elderly, families of the 
deceased, and victims of tragic events. Their activities help reduce social tension and 
promote the restoration of trust among people in society. 

An important aspect of the social significance of chaplaincy is its contribution 
to moral education and the formation of values. Through spiritual conversations, 
personal example, and pastoral care, chaplains promote ideas of mercy, compassion, 
responsibility, and respect for human dignity. This is especially important in times of 
war and social crises, when people need not only material assistance but also moral 
support. 

Chaplaincy ministry also contributes to the development of civil society. 
Chaplains actively cooperate with volunteer organizations, social services, medical 
professionals, and educational institutions, ensuring a comprehensive approach to 
helping individuals. Such cooperation increases the effectiveness of social support 
and contributes to the formation of a culture of mutual assistance. 
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