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исследователи, этот договор для Беларуси не имел юридической силы, так как он противоречил 
существующим нормам международного права. 

Таким образом, при создании ЛитБел определяющую роль сыграли внешние силы. Советское 
партийное руководство, в Москве создавая республику, действовало исходя из личных интересов 
российской и мировой пролетарской революции. Среди внутренних причин образования Литовско-
Белорусского республики, с точки зрения советского правительства, нужно отметить необходимость 
серьезной борьбы против буржуазного национализма. В то время очень активно на территории 
Ковенской и Гродненской губерний действовала Литовская Тариба, и создание ЛитБел являлось 
решительным ударом по её позициям. Надо отметить также тот факт, что создание Литовско-
Белорусского ССР, как утверждали организаторы, не являлась органической потребностью двух 
народов, которые всегда были хорошими соседями. После того, как территория Беларуси и Литвы была 
оккупирована поляками, ЛитБел фактически перестала существовать, так как потребности в этом 
государственном образовании у правительства РСФСР уже не было, был взят курс на сотрудничество с 
правительством буржуазной Литвы.  
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УДК 32:061.2-055.2(438) 

Iryna Levchuk 
 

THE POLITICAL MEANING OF WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS IN THE SECOND POLISH 
REPUBLIC: THE NATIONAL FACTOR 

 
Політична участь жіночих організацій у Другій Речі Посполитій: національний фактор. 
У статті досліджено специфіку діяльності українських, польських та єврейських жіночих 

організацій в політичному житті міжвоєнної Польщі. Проведено аналіз україно-польсько-єврейських 
взаємовідносин. З’ясовано головні вектори діяльності жінок-парламентаристок в залежності від 
національної приналежності, визначено форми та методи політичної активності жіночих 
організацій. Означено коло проблемних питань, які намагалось вирішити жіноцтво завдяки участі у 
політичному житті Польщі, з-поміж них: питання освіти, опіки над дітьми, права жінок та 
національних меншин, соціальної забезпеченості. Жінки приймали активну участь і у міжнародній 
політиці, а також розгляді нової Конституції 1935 р. З початком Першої світової війни польський та 
український жіночий рухи отримали національно-визвольне забарвлення, пріорітетною стала не 
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боротьба за рівні права, а відновлення державності. У статті визначено особливості змін 
взаємовідносин між населенням Польщі в 1920-ті та 1930-ті рр. в залежності статусу соціальних 
груп (титульна нація – національні меншини). Досліджено роботу ряду найвпливовіших у політичній 
сфері жіночих організацій Польщі з-поміж них: українські – Союз Українок, Політична жіноча 
організація Дружина княгині Ольги; польські – Національна організація жінок (Narodowa Organizacja 
Kobiet, NOK), Союз громадської праці жінок (Związek Pracy Obywatelskiej Kobiet, ZPOK); єврейські – 
Жіноча міжнародна сіоністська організація (Womens International Zionist Organization, WIZO). У даній 
статті нами визначено, що безпосередній вплив на діяльність жіночих товариств різних 
національностей справляла правова ситуація, а також юридичний статус жінки у Другій Речі 
Посполитій. Тому ми не змогли оминути увагою найважливіших міжнародних зобов’язань Польщі, які 
вона уклала з країнами Антанти: т. зв. Малий Версальський трактат або «Договір про національні 
меншини». Чітко окреслено права національних меншин і в Конституції Польщі від 17 березня 1921 р.  

Ключові слова: політична участь, сенат, сейм, суфражизм, емансипація, Друга Річ Посполита. 
We have investigated the fundamental specifics of polish, ukrainian and jewish women's organizations in 

the political life of interwar Poland. There, we analyzed the constitutional relationships between polish, 
ukrainian and jewish institutions in our article. We established the particular vectors and methods of the 
activity of women's organizations, according to their national accessory in the research work. We have 
mentioned the most important, problematic issues: education, children care, the role of a woman and national 
minorities in the society. There were also mentioned the way, in which women's organizations tried to solve 
issues mentioned above. Women took an influential part not only in the international politics, but also in 
consideration of the new Constitution in 1935. From the very beginning of the First Word War, the main task 
of Polish and Ukrainian women's unities was to recover the national liberation, but not struggling for the 
women’s rights. We have also analyzed the political relationships between different social groups (the title 
nation and the social minorities) in 1930’s Poland. There, we defined the most important tasks of the 
Ukrainian Women's Unity, «Knyaginya Olga» Women Alliance, Polish Women Organizations 
(Narodowa Organizacja Kobiet, NOK), Związek Pracy Obywatelskiej Kobiet, ZPOK), Jewish Women’s Unity 
(Women’s International Zionist Organization, WIZO) in our research work. We have found that the political 
situation and women’s status in the society had the most powerful influence on the of Women’s Associations 
activity. We took into consideration the necessary international Convention (Versailles Freden), which Poland 
Atlanta concluded. There we defined the main obligations and rules of the national minorities in the Polish 
Constitution of 1921.  

Key words: political participation, senate, parliament, suffragette, emancipation, the Second 
Commonwealth of Poland. 

В статье исследована специфика деятельности украинских, польских и еврейских женских 
организаций в политической жизни межвоенной Польши. Проведенный анализ украино-польско-
еврейских взаимоотношений. Выяснены главные векторы деятельности женщин-парламентаристок в 
зависимости от национальной принадлежности, определены формы и методы политической 
активности женских организаций. Отмечен круг проблемных вопросов, которые пыталась решить 
женщина благодаря участию в политической жизни Польши, среди них: вопрос образования, опеки над 
детьми, права женщин и национальных меньшинств, социальной обеспеченности. Женщины 
принимали активное участие и в международной политике, а также рассмотрении новой 
Конституции в 1935 г. С началом Первой мировой войны польское и украинское женское движения 
получили национально-освободительную расцветку, приоритетной стала не борьба за уравнения прав, 
а возобновление государственности. В статье определены особенности изменений взаимоотношений 
между населением Польши в 1920-ые и 1930-ые гг. в зависимости статуса социальных групп 
(титульная нация – национальные меньшины). 

Ключевые слова: политическое участие, сенат, сейм, суфражизм, эмансипация, Вторая Речь 
Посполита. 

 
The ideology of male and female equality was firstly represented in Europe Enlightenment and French 

Revolution epoch (XVIII century). It was connected with the Human rights and Liberalism concept. The 
famous Ukrainian scientist, O. Hrytsenko-Veselovska, has emphasized, that above mentioned concept was 
noticed in the Human Rights Declaration (1789). It was the main Document of the French Revolution. French 
women were inspired of the following the proclamations: “Freedom, equality, brotherhood”. Moreover, lots of 
them took part in different international events, created various organizations, and were very active in public 
life. Unfortunately, after publishing The Constitution and Declaration of the New Republic, lots of women 
recognized that Freedom had nothing to do with their rights. In 1791, the outstanding French writer Olympia 
de Gouges tried to fix that problem and conceived her own «Declaration of women's rights», which was 
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supposed to be the first Manifest of the Feminist movement [7, p. 478]. It should be pointed out that the 
political events in Europe that time did not allow to a woman to become emancipated and free. Moreover, lots 
of women were discriminated against and dependent on a man (father and later – husband). According to the 
«Code Napoleon» (1809) a woman was proclaimed as a minor person, who should always stay at he man’s 
patronage [29]. In the XIX century, the most of educated women were really active in the political life. On top 
of that they required official equality. The First Word War became the best opportunity for women to create 
lots of female alliances. We should mention that before the First Word War there existed some Ukrainian and 
Polish Women unities: «The Feminine Unity», «Pratsya», «Zakhoronka» (Polish), «The Social Ward of the 
Servants» and lots of other organizations in the in Ukrainian Galicia. The political activity of the Polish 
women grew after the Russian Revolution in 1905 [15, p. 69]. The special aspect, which showed the activity of 
the Polish women movement, was Female Unity organized by Theodora Metskovska in 1907. We should 
mention that the main principles of this unity were man and woman equality, religious and national minority 
rights. The scientist of the XIX century, Sikorska, noticed that «Code Napoleon» (1809) was critically judged 
and publicly burnt by women one century later. The problem of women’s right to vote was represented in 
Ukrainian Galicia, when women from The Austrian Imperial were allowed to vote.  

It must be pointed out that in 1891, the professional appeal letter was created by 4000 Ukrainian women 
from Lviv, who were asking for the right to vote [29]. Lots of women have understood that this task was of 
great importance to them. That is why they organized different feminine unities. The main task for these 
organizations was to reach the aim: the women rights. They had defined algorithms of their actions to solve the 
problem of woman equality. We must admit that they created the Unity of Equality in Lviv and the Committee 
of Women Equality in Krakow. Also organized was the Committee of Women Social Work ruled by Maria 
Dulenbianka in Lviv. This person was supposed to be one of the most intelligent women in Ukrainian Galicia, 
who dared to proclaim her own point of view about women rights and some other political issues. We would 
like to inform you that Maria Dulenbianka took part in ambassador elections in 1908, this person represented 
Ukrainian Lviv. She has got 511 votes but in spite of that, it was not taking into consideration. This result 
encouraged her to follow this way and do not give up [32]. The most prominent leaders of emancipation 
movement tried to convince the men to support this struggle. In 1887 N. Kobrynska has written the following: 
«We do not want to be isolated from a man, it is not our aim at all, but the Women problem is of a great 
importance, as the other political issues» [13, p. 130]. The same positions followed many members of 
Ukrainian Women Unity in the future.  

The political theorist, Mykhailo Drahomanov also tried to protect woman rights. This statement was 
proclaimed in the Ukrainian newspaper «The Women’s Voice». This suggestion is believed to be the truth, 
because once upon a time Mykhailo Drahomanov emphasized on the following: «It should be the man-woman 
equality especially in the political life» [17, p. 2]. We must admit that the famous Ukrainian writer Ivan 
Franko, Pavlyk and Terletsky shared the same point of view and supported their comrade absolutely. After The 
end of First World War, lots of political vectors have been changed. Poland was not an exception. It must be 
pointed out that on 28-th November, 1918 the adult women (21 years old) were allowed to take part in every 
election campaign. There were lots of new political vectors in the Second Commonwealth of Poland. We must 
emphasize that one of the main things in political life was the protection of the national minorities (there were 
16% of Ukrainian and 10 % Jewish citizens in the Second Commonwealth of Poland). All these women and 
national minority rights were noticed in The Treaty of Versailles, which was accepted on 28-th June 1919. 
According to the Treaty of Versailles, the political rights of women and the national minorities should be 
guaranteed by the Second Commonwealth of Poland. On top of that, the Treaty of Versailles was a very 
important step, which the country-winners and Germany have concluded. It consisted of 12 segments. The 
Second Commonwealth of Poland guaranteed saving political and moral rights for citizen, in spite of their 
religion, language skills and race. The points 2 through 8 were the main elements of the common people rights. 
It must be mentioned that any Polish political organization could not change these rules. The paragraphs 3 to 6 
were devoted to the most important issues of Polish citizens. People rights were supposed to be protected by 
the Second Commonwealth of Poland . There was also a paragraph dedicated to Jews in the Treaty of 
Versailles. According to statement number 3 Jewish citizens were allowed to celebrate theirs holidays (Shabbat 
for example). It must be also noted that all rights did not protect people from the political responsibility 
(military responsibility for example). As it was already mentioned the Treaty of Versailles was a guarantee for 
saving the moral and political rights for people despite their religion, native language skills and race [5, 
p. 264]. The Treaty of Versailles created some privileges for Jews, but it was not enough for forming theirs 
own national and cultural autonomy. This idea could not be realized. The main statutes of national minorities 
were also mentioned in the Polish Constitution. It was accepted on 17-th of March 1921 and included lots of 
points. The paragraph number 108 guaranteed national minority citizens the right to organize charity, religion, 
social institution, they were allowed to create schools, kindergartens and speak their own languages. National 
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minorities could keep their customs and traditions. (p 110) [31, p. 12]. It must be pointed out that there were 
lots of other assurances, which dealt with religion issue (Paragraph 111). The constitution guaranteed the law 
of equality for every person (Paragraph 96). It must be mentioned that in 1924 this Paragraph was interpreted 
as those, which discriminates the women rights.  

The Constitutional laws cared about the status of working people, they were not allowed to work for a 
person under 15 years old. There were laws protected women’s work, motherhood, and citizens were socially 
protected in the case of being fired.  

However, women did have the right to take part in elections (1918). It was a very important indicator of 
democracy, but unfortunately there was a small number of women, who used this chance. We must admit that 
Jewish women were not allowed to vote (this situation did not change until 1927). The Austrian Law strongly 
influenced the political climate in the Second Commonwealth of Poland. The right to participate in political 
events was only for Jewish men. It must be emphasized that those gender discriminations did not interfere with 
Jewish women ability to create lots of unities and organizations (according to the Polish Constitution). Taking 
into consideration the traditional mood of Polish citizens and the influence of the catholic religion, there were 
lots of conservative points of view in Polish families [13, p. 128]. In 1921 the Civil Code of the Second 
Commonwealth of Poland has been changed. There were the following innovations: a woman could be present 
by writing a testament (a will), she could dispose her property in her own way, a woman was allowed to chose, 
where would she like to live and could take care of an incapable man [13, p. 130]. We must admit that after 
getting such rights, it was of a great importance for women to realize all of those rules not only theoretically 
but also practically. It goes without saying that it was not an easy task. There were lots of women, who were 
afraid of these changes, they did not want to be involved in political and religion events. Moreover, not every 
man supported the man/woman equality quotes. Lots of them applied those rules really skeptically. The status 
quo of above mentioned actualized the main aim of Polish, Jewish, Ukrainian women, who strived to change 
their status in the society in 1918-1939.  

In 1919 the main charismatic leaders of the Political Unity of the Progressive Women were Theodora 
Metskovska, Sophia Holynska, Justina Budsinska. We must also add that Theodora Metskovska was supposed 
to be the very first women, who worked as an inspector in the Ministry of Education (1918 – 1934). This 
person has been chosen as a vice leader of Electoral Democratic Committee. The leader of the Committee was 
Sophia Holynska. We must admit that this organization was an independent part that cooperated directly with 
government. Jolanta Sikorska noticed that the Democratic Committee supported absolutely the political view 
of Joseph Pilsudski. The point of view of Joseph Pilsudski played a great part in the Polish political actions. 
The confirming of this point is defined in the pre-election document of the Democracy Committee of Polish 
Women in Warsaw. There is mentioned that its ideology includes lots of Joseph Pilsudski points of view in 
Democracy Committee of Polish Women. This Document increased the President’s poverty    [21, p. 15]. The 
main issues were also extramarital and material child equality, absence of religion limits for married women. It 
must be mentioned that participators of the organization did not support those bishops, who agitated 
Catholicism everywhere.  

With a help of successful cooperation with the non partial Committee, Sophia Dashynska was elected in 
the senate, Yevhenia Vesnevska and Maria Yavorska have been elected to the sejm [20, p. 325]. 

It must be mentioned that after elections mentioned above the Democracy Committee of Polish Women 
got the other definition, it was the Public Union of working women (Związek Pracy Obywatelskiej Kobiet 
(ZPOK) (in Polish). It was one of the most powerful organizations in Poland.  

The National Women Organization (Narodowa Organizacja Kobiet, NOK in Polish) also had a great 
influence on the Women political movement. The main thesis of the Unity was the following slogan: «To 
constitute the Motherland and the God». The NOK participators were taken to the Polish Parliament. Among 
them were those persons: Gabriella Balitska, Sophia Sokolnitska, Ladzina Wanda, Josephina Shebeko and the 
other women. On January 28-th, 1927 the Magister of Education, Balitska, proclaimed the main aims and tasks 
for the new generation. Moreover, she emphasized on the importance of the national education, she proposed 
the new technologies and methods for educational process. Sophia Sokilnitska has emphasized on the great 
importance of the state interference and help for the students and other young people, who would like to get 
the bachelor or master degree. It supposed to be the main tasks for political and educational establishment [23, 
p. 14]. The senator Josefa Shebeko worked in the commission of education, this person tried to help the 
emigrated children. There were not any schools in France for those kids, who left with their parents from 
Poland for France. The senate made the decision to involve Polish bishops into the educational process.  

We must point out that Halyna Sleslitska was also a member of the NOK. She helped lots of mothers and 
kids, who were in need for a help. On top of that, she was one of the main volunteers of the Red Cross. This 
person helped lots of wounded soldiers and took the active position in the foreign conferences devoted to 
human rights. In 1925 Halyna Sleslitska visited the Congress, which dealt with the most important human 
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rights. The above noted Congress was organized by Women in Washington. In 1927 the analogical meeting 
was held in London. Halyna Sleslitska presented her own speech, which judged the sale of people in different 
countries, especially women, who were sold and made to work as prostitutes [16, p. 13]. She mentioned that 
those problems were a real catastrophe for the epoch. Halyna Sleslitska emphasized that only Second 
Commonwealth of Poland and Catholic Church could be the solution of the problem.  

That is why the participation of Polish women in the senate played a great role in the solving the most 
actual educational, social, cultural issues. Moreover, Ukrainian and Jewish women also strived to protect their 
rights. This step was a little bit harder to them because they should protect the rules of national minority.  

The feminine movement in Ukraine appeared in 80-th XIX century. One of the first organizations was 
«The Rus Women Union» in Stanislaviv organized by N. Kobrynska. We must point out that 21’stof February, 
1917 is supposed to be the official date of beginning feminine movement in Ukraine. Lots of Women 
organizations and circles were organized together and named the Ukrainian Women Unity (СУ in Ukrainian). 
Till that time was also existed the Women Community, which contained two other feminine organizations. 
Ukrainian Women Unity was believed to be a really strong indicator of Ukrainian ideology of a woman’s 
emancipetion. Moreover, this movement fought for the independence of Ukraine. The Ukrainian Women Unity 
members associated themselves with Austrian Women movement in Austria Hungary in 1880-1890. 

There existed lots of organization, which were located in Ukrainian Galicia and created by Ukrainian 
women. Unfortunately, a great number of them finished their activity in 1920. Some of the affiliations 
functioned in Peremyshl and Yaworiv (Ukrainian cities). It should be pointed out that Maria Rudnytska was 
the leader of Ukrainian Women Organization. She supposed that this union will organize all women, despite 
the social status. Rudnytska emphasized that the issue of the women rights should be heard and protected. 
After receiving the political equality, many of Polish women did not use their rights practically. The main task 
of every feminine unity was to realize the women importance in the political sphere.  

The scientist, who explored Ukrainian Women movement in Galicia region, Myroslava Dadijuk, affirmed 
that the status of Ukrainian people in the Second Commonwealth of Poland prompted women to be politically 
active [9, p. 160]. 

In the interwar time the Ukrainian Women Unity appeared as the patriotic organization. We must mention 
that it was the epicenter of the political activity and connected lots of women. The Ukrainian Women Unity 
took part in different congresses and understood the importance about informing feminine and drawing into 
political life.  

In the interwar period, there also existed some powerful institutions in the West Ukrainian territory. We 
must admit that among them were Ukrainian Democratic Unity (1925) and Ukrainian Social Radical Party 
(1928). Before the beginning of election campaign in 1928 Ukrainian Women Unity started the cooperation 
with political parties. The leaders of Ukrainian Democratic Unity, D. Levytsky and M. Stahiv, accepted 
positively the Ukrainian Women Unity and was ready to cooperation with this alliance. In 1928 Ukrainian 
Democratic Unity consisted of 123 persons, 9 of them were women [9, p. 172].  

It must be mentioned that M. Rudnytska, O. Sheparovych were participators of the central Committee of 
Ukrainian Democratic Alliance. A small number of women were also involved in the political action of 
Ukrainian Social Radical Party. 

We must admit that there was created the Ukrainian Working Women Unity, the leader of this coalition 
was I. Blazhkevich, who in 1931 left the Ukrainian Women Alliance. In 1936 the Polish politics allowed the 
political activity for the Women Community. Despite on this fact there was misunderstanding among Women 
Community members. M. Rudnytska tried to fix these issues and take part into Ukrainian Women Congress 
(1934). I Blazhkevich did not support this solution of the problem.  

Ukrainian feminine alliances were going to create different unions among political parties. This idea was 
strongly criticized by M. Rudnytska and I. Blazhkevich. On top of that she emphasized: «What is the point of 
organizing lots of feminine unities? Our women are in need of being politically active, and they should know 
one thing: the main aim is to make lives of Ukrainian people much better» [1, p. 2].  

There were elections held in the Polish sejm and senate (1922, 1928, 1930, 1935, 1938). Every woman 
after 21 was allowed to choose ambassadors to the sejm. We must mention that the person under 25 could be 
elected to the Polish sejm, the person under 40 had a possibility to become a member of the senate [9, p. 203]. 

In 1922 Ukrainian parties and Ukrainian Women Unity of Ukrainian Galicia boycotted the election 
campaign. According to M. Rudnytska the Polish government was the most dangerous obstacle for Ukrainian 
freedom in Ukrainian Galicia [14, p. 104].  

As a result of elections, which were held in 1928 and in 1930, Ukrainian Feminine Alliance was presented 
in the sejm and senate. It must be admitted that leaders of the alliance were M. Rudnytska and O. Kysilevska. 
We must also emphasize that they were not the first women, who were involved into Polish Parliament. The 
very first one was O. Levchanivska, who actively took part in lots of conferences. M. Rudnytska and 



 158

O. Kysilevska were members of Ukrainian Parliament Representation. It existed as the Ukrainian Club, which 
connected all members of Ukrainian Democratic Unity. Ukrainian women fought for existing and political 
activity of Ukrainian Women Alliance, which in 1929 Polish government tried to break. M. Rudnytska made 
her best to save the political meaning of Ukrainian Women Unity.  

In 1993 Ukrainian people, who were involved into Polish parliament, strongly emphasized on holding the 
Remembrance Day of famine in Soviet Ukraine. On top of that they were trying to discuss this issue on the 
international level. In 1928–1934 M. Rudnytska took part in the sejm conferences. She spoke mostly about 
education process. This person tried to renew the process of education in Stanislaviv, she did not support that 
fact that Ukrainian youth were made to celebrate all the national Polish traditions and customs [30, p. 56]. 

The senator O. Kysilevska also emphasized that Polish government influenced on Ukrainian education 
process in a wrong way. She tried to stop the punishment against Ukrainian. O. Kysilevska watched, how 
Ukrainian people suffer. Moreover, she controlled all Ukrainian regions, which were considered to be very 
poor (Huzulschyna, Volyn Lemkivschyna) [8, p. 107–134].  

There were discussed the budget of Department of labor, Social Care on the meetings. O. Kysilevska 
proposed to take into consideration the problems of Ukrainian disabled people, soldiers, widows and orphan 
kids [18, p. 1].  

Being a director of Podillya Cooperative Unity, I. Blazhkevich, has been blamed as the person, who was 
against the Polish government. After that she was arrested. I. Blazhkevich told everything about the absence of 
accusations and tortures in a prison [2, p. 10]. 

I. Blazhkevich and O. Kysilevska were interrupted all the time by Polish Parliament indignation. It was 
really hard to work in that situation. Ukrainian politically active women were blamed in the strong 
concentration on the Ukrainian problems factor. The ambassadors Zoya Morachevska, M. Javorska, 
A. Hubitska published the official letter in the Polish newspaper «Gazeti polskij», where M. Rudnytska was 
blamed in spreading lie and slander on the international level [4, p. 58]. 

There were lots of problems and misunderstanding among the members of Ukrainian Women Unity and 
Ukrainian Democratic Institution before the electorate process in 1935. The main issue was Polish-Ukrainian 
political affairs. M. Rudnytska judged the decision of Ukrainian Democratic Institution to become reconciled 
with Poland Parliament, which was not going to give the autonomy rights for Ukrainian Galicia. It should be 
admitted that there were not any of Ukrainian women in Ukrainian Democratic Institution in 1935. Rudnytska 
and Sheparovych were also fired.  

The political activity of Ukrainian feminine caused the absence of assimilation in Polish government. In 
1838 the political actions of Ukrainian Women Unity were forbidden by Polish parliament. Ukrainian Women 
Alliance was accused in interference of the inner Polish politic, separation propaganda, extreme nationalism. 
«Knyaginya Olga» Women's Alliance followed the political way of Ukrainian Women Organization. 
Unfortunately, it existed only a little bit. In 1939 Soviet Union incorporated some of the Polish territories. 
After that the political activity of women was stopped by the Government. But despite of that «Knyaginya 
Olga» Women's Alliance fought for independence of the Carpathians territory [3, p. 205]. 

The scientist of feminine movement, M. Bogatsheska has written: «The main aim of «Knyaginya Olga» 
Women's Alliance was to save the women rights and fight for independence» [26, p. 13].  

It was clear recognized that Ukrainian-Polish political relations were problematic in the interwar period. We 
must emphasize that the most terrible mistake was that Polish Government did not want to accept the Ukrainian 
right to exist as an independent state. These problems had a great influence on Polish and Ukrainian feminine 
alliances. Polish woman, who was a member of feminine organization, wrote a book about the damage of Ukrainian 
women unities [22]. She mentioned that nobody should have a loyal attitude to Ukrainian feminine alliances. 

Taking into consideration the confrontation mentioned above would be absolutely logical the Ukrainian-
Jewish feminine cooperation. Moreover, Jewish people were satisfied with the territory. Lots of them wanted 
to live in Palestine and create their own state named Eretz Israel. Unfortunately, the historical reality showed 
the opposite side of Ukrainian-Jewish feminine cooperation. 

The most important period of Ukrainian-Jewish cooperation was the period of 1918-1920. That time lots 
of Ukrainian citizens strived for getting the independence. It should be also mentioned that with the beginning 
of Ukrainian-Polish confrontation, Jewish people were also involved in that problem. It must be decided; 
which side will be supported. It was dilemma. In order to solve this problem was organized Jewish Committee 
for the public security in 1918, which supported the neutral position in Ukrainian-Polish political relations.  

Jewish people founded that decision as the best one. There were two main factors of this verdict: do not 
resist Ukrainian people and do not interfere into Polish political actions. In 1918 Polish soldiers ruined 
Ukrainian Lviv. It must be pointed out that after those events many Jewish people supported Ukrainian side, 
the West Ukrainian People's Republic. Unfortunately dreams of Ukrainian people did not come true and lots of 
plans about independence were destroyed. On July, 1919 Poland totally owned Ukrainian Galicia.  
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Jewish feminine movement had the orthodox-religion vector. We would like to notice some of these 
organizations Bnos Agudas Israel Women Organization, Jewish Women Unity (Związek Kobiet Żydowskich, 
ZKZ), the International Women Zionist Organization (Womens International Zionist Organization, WIZO), the 
Circle Women's Group (Kolo Kobiet Zydowskich). 

There also existed a newspaper ‘Ewa’ (1928-1933) in Poland, which strongly influenced Jewish feminine 
organizations. We must admit that it was a great possibility for Polish-Jewish women to keep in touch. The 
editor of «Ewa» was Paulina Apenshlak. The most important information was there about the Polish and 
Palestine feminine activity and man-woman equality in the newspaper. One of the bright themes was mixed 
marriages, which were judged and not acceptable. The political role of a woman was discussed all the time 
[22]. It must be admitted that Jewish women were allowed to vote in 1927. The editor of «Ewa», Paulina 
Apenshlak, insisted on that a number of women in sejm must be increased.  

In 1930-th the position of Jewish citizens was really bad in the Second Commonwealth of Poland. The 
most important reason of that was a growth anti-Semitism in Poland and new Constitution, which was accepted 
in 1935. According to this document the national minority rights were unbearable. Despite of that Jewish 
people tried to avoid assimilation, respected theirs customs and traditions. It must be admitted that Jewish 
people were hated and accepted as a foreign element by Polish government [11, p. 47]. There were lots of new 
national ideas in 1930-th, this fact irritated Polish politics [6, p. 170.]. 

Jewish people were pursued and hated by Nazi German. The goods, which were made in the Third Reich, 
were strongly boycotted by Jewish people from Lviv city. Among those organizations, which supported the 
idea was WIZO. This alliance mentioned the following: “We judge the antihuman attitude to the Jewish people 
and join the economical boycott of the Third Reich goods. Jewish women are disappointed because of culture, 
humanity and freedom destroying. The Universe Jewish Women Congress, which was held in Vienna (1923), 
was considered to be the very important event in the Jewish feminine movement. We must admit that there was 
spoken about the position of Jewish woman in Poland and Soviet Ukraine on the congress. The solution of the 
problem should be leave Soviet countries for Palestine [12, p.18.]. 

We should add that the activity of Women Alliance for men-women equality played an important role in 
the political life [19, p. 65]. The main aim of the organization was to be allowed to take part into elections to 
the Jewish gmina. The leader of Women Alliance for men-women equality was R. Gunsberg. Lots of women 
were forbidden to vote according to the religion, that is why a great number of them entered the political 
alliances so that to be politically active [25, p. 47]. 

It should be also analyzed the activity of Rosa Meltserova. This person was believed to be the most 
progressive and politically active one not only in Ukraine but also in Poland. She was born in Ternopil, 1880. 
Rosa Meltserova developed two streams: feminine and Zionist ones. The women spread her ideas in Lviv. 
There were lots of women, who supported her ideas. In 1922 Rosa Meltserova was elected as an ambassador to 
the Second Commonwealth of Poland sejm [28]. She explored the social welfare in the Committee. With a 
help of the active position of this women was created a special school for the blind Jewish children (1925). The 
analogical school was also organized in Warsaw. Rosa Meltserova was a leader of Zionist Unity in Ukrainian 
Galicia. Moreover, she managed some social organizations, the most outstanding one, was «Judita» [19, 
p. 45.]. This politic was a deputy of Jewish establishment in Poland (1922-1927). She took part into lots of 
international congresses devoted to the national minority issues. This woman represented the main feminine 
problems on the international meetings in London, Vienna, Berlin. The member of Zionism Party, Emil 
Sommerstein, told the following words about Meltserova: «Nobody can forget thas woman, she was the fist 
one, whose ideas were accepted by Polish government. She was an idealist, a deeply educated person with a 
strong character. This woman was trying to help the other people all the time» [27, p. 31].  

 All things considered we draw to the conclusion that the activity of suffragette unities in the Second 
Commonwealth of Poland had a strong influence on the political life. The actions of emancipated women 
shoved the reality and modern tendencies. Polish, Ukrainian, Jewish feminine alliances fought for the rights 
and equality.  

The gender discrimination organized lots of women to the consolidation and cooperation. On top of that 
the experience of that political tricks was also in Poland (1922 – 1928). The discrimination of national 
minorities caused that they started the process of isolation. It must be also admitted that Jewish and Ukrainian 
unities cooperated a bit because both of them had the national minority status.  

The political activity of feminine organizations in the Second Commonwealth of Poland was possible 
because of getting the right to vote. In 1919-1939 in sejm and senate worked about 50 women. In general, 
there were 2% of women in the parliament [10, p. 288]. 

Despite this small number of women in senate, they showed the intention to take part in the political life. 
Feminine alliances accepted the experience and knowledge. It was enough for the followers, who also would 
like to be involved into political process of XX-XXI centuries.  
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УКРАЇНСЬКО-ПОЛЬСЬКИЙ КОНФЛІКТ 1943 РОКУ: ІСТОРІЯ ТА СУЧАСНІ ПОГЛЯДИ 
 

У статті йдеться про причини, хід, наслідки і уроки українсько-польського конфлікту на Волині 
1943-1944 рр. Здійснено аналіз цього конфлікту через призму сфери методології і теорії вивчення 
геноцидів. 

Ключові слова: Друга світова війна, українсько-польський конфлікт, українці, поляки, геноцид, 
етнічна чистка. 

The article deals with the causes, course, consequences and lessons of the Ukrainian-Polish conflict in 
Volyn in 1943-1944. The analysis of this conflict is carried out through the prism of the sphere of the 
methodology and the theory of the study of genocides. 

Key words: World War II, Ukrainian-Polish conflict, ukrainians, poles, genocide, ethnic cleansing. 
The author of this article pay attention to the Ukrainian-Polish relations during the Second World War, 

which became the culmination of the Ukrainian-Polish conflicts in the ХХ century. The causes, course and 
consequences of the Ukrainian-Polish conflict are also discussed. It is noted that some forces, both in Poland 
and in Ukraine, are trying to obtain questionable political dividends, resort to various speculations, 
distortions, falsifications of events and facts, and manipulate historical memory for the sake of short-term 
political benefits. The Ukrainian-Polish confrontation took on forms of ideologically painted and organized 
political struggle. Incidentally, in this case, it makes sense to speak specifically about the Ukrainian-Polish, 
and not the Polish-Ukrainian confrontation. It was initiated by the desire of Ukrainians to gain political rights 
in the territory where they were the majority. The refusal of the Polish rulers of the region to timely proceed to 
significant actions and caused the severity of the conflict. Although, the Ukrainian intelligentsia also used state 
traditions for the awakening of the national consciousness of the peasants, the main content of the socio-
political life of Ukrainians was the building of a nation on an ethnic basis, the formation of it on the basis of 
Ukrainian ethnic lands. The conflict spread to vast territories and lasted actively until 1947, when the Polish 
and Soviet totalitarian communist regimes attempted to solve its inherent bolshevism by a radical method of 
intervention – that is, the mutual deportation of Poles and Ukrainians from their place of residence. And in 
July 2016, the Sejm of Poland supported the document, which described the bloody events in Volhynia and 
Galicia in 1943-1945 as the genocide of Polish citizens organized by Ukrainian nationalists. Volyn tragedy is 
one of the bloody episodes of the Ukrainian-Polish conflict during the Second World War in Volyn.  

В статье идет речь о причинах, ходе, последствиях и уроках украинско-польского конфликта на 
Волыни 1943-1944 гг. Осуществлен анализ этого конфликта в призме сферы методологии и теории 
изучения геноцидов. 

Ключевые слова: Вторая мировая война, украинский-польский конфликт, украинцы, поляки, 
геноцид, этническая чистка. 

 
Волинська трагедія або українсько-польський конфлікт 1943 р. – одна з найдраматичніших і 

найболючіших сторінок Другої світової війни та українсько-польських відносин. Той факт, що 
українські історики події на Волині 1943 р. трактують як Волинську трагедію, а польські 
послуговуються терміном «волинська різанина», навіть, геноцид, свідчить про полярність поглядів 
науковців двох держав на дану проблему. Такий статус-кво визначає наукову актуальність нашої 
розвідки та, відповідно, її завдання: із врахуванням ухвали сейму Республіки Польща, проаналізувати 
події на Волині 1943 р. у дискурсі геноцидознавства, з’ясувати (не)правомірність такої постановки 
питання польським політичним класом. 

При написанні статті використаний ретроспективний метод, методи систематизації та 
узагальнення, які дозволили визначити сформулювати висновки даної розвідки. 
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