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SOCIALIZATION IN THE SCHOOLING PROCESS
VIA COOPERATIVE LEARNING

Abstract. The article discusses the importance of understanding how the built
environment of schools relates to the socialization process of students. School can be
effective systems that promote social, emotional and academic skills of children and can
foster motivation. School has become a primary agency of socialization. It is the first
large-scale organization of which the child becomes a member and which reflects what is
going on in the wider society. Modern school is facing a challenge of creating the
educational environment in a modern form which develops both academic and necessary
learning skills, allowing looking for what is needed in future work cases. These skills
include the ability to recognize and manage emotions, develop feelings of respect and
care for others, build positive relationships, make responsible decisions and cope with
various challenges. The school’s potential for socialization lies in the amount of times
students spend in school and in activities related to the school. During this time the
students acquires much from their teachers and fellow students.

To enhance achievement and socialization among students cooperative learning can
be used as an effective teaching strategy. It is a social construction where knowledge is
negotiated and acquired through social interaction rather than being transmitted by the
teacher. Cooperative learning is suitable to promote a social construction of knowledge,
mutual learning, personal and social development. It requires students to work in small
groups in order to make possible face-to-face interactions between members.
Effectiveness of cooperative learning is that every member of the group is involved in the
learning process obtaining the experience of interaction. It represents situations in which
teachers structure group work with the aim to maximize both social and cognitive
outcomes. Consequently, cooperative learning methods can notably improve the process
of socialization of students in school.

Key words: socialization, social skills, society, education, agents of socialization,
cooperative learning, team work, interaction, group processing, positive interdependence.

Problem statement. Socialization is the process through which people are taught to
be proficient members of a society. It describes the ways that people come to understand
societal norms and expectations, to accept society’s beliefs, and to be aware of societal
values. It also describes the way people come to be aware of themselves and to reflect on
the suitability of their behaviour in their interactions with others. Socialization occurs as
people engage and disengage in a series of roles throughout life. Each role, like the role
of son or daughter, student, friend, employee, etc., is defined by the behaviour expected
of a person who occupies a particular position.

© Fedoryshyn O., 2020
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The studies and reviews by researchers confirm that cooperative learning is an
effective teaching strategy that can be used to enhance achievement and socialization
among students and contribute to improved attitudes towards learning and working with
others, including a better understanding of students from diverse cultural backgrounds.
Cooperative learning is defined as a group learning activity organized so that learning is
dependent on the socially structured exchange of information between learners in groups,
in which each learner is held accountable for his or her own learning, and is motivated to
increase the learning of others. Motivation plays an important role in the development of
social skills and the facilitation of interactions between peers and in academic success
particularly.

Cooperative learning is a social construction where knowledge is negotiated and
acquired through social interaction rather than being transmitted by the teacher. This view
acknowledges the importance of interaction, peer mediation, and scaffolding. After a look
at some approaches in education, based on the positive outcomes that some research
studies have shown in terms of cognitive, personal, and social development, we consider
that cooperative learning is suitable to promote a social construction of knowledge,
mutual learning, and at the same time, personal and social development. By working
together, students are involved in supportive environments that promote interaction and
scaffolding, they get the basis for interacting, practicing different teamwork skills, taking
active part in the learning process, and taking responsibility for their learning.

Research publications. Socialization has been described as the process by which
individuals learn and adopt the knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and expectations of a
group in a particular community or organization. Socialization allows all individualsin a
community to develop very similar values, norms and beliefs (O’Neil, 2009).
Socialization is a lifelong process, though the early stages of it are crucial (Shepard, 2009,
p. 90).

Education is the most significant factor of socialization. Through education the
individual learns the fundamental sense of the cultural and social world. The school is
like a miniature society where the child’s personal development takes place. The
socialization functions in education can be defined as availability for work and an ability
to make decisions independently so that the individual in his later life period could
perform his social roles and integrate in social structures with specific role types.
Socialization can be more accurately defined as “the process whereby people acquire the
rules of behaviour and systems of beliefs and attitudes that equip a person to function
effectively as a member of a particular society” (Durkin, 1995b, p. 614). Ordinarily, this
process occurs naturally as children take part in “daily routines which immerse them
directly in the values of their community” (Durkin, 1995b, p. 618). Furthermore, children
themselves actively participate in the process as they interact with others in a reciprocal
way and as they form their own unique understanding of the Social world around them
(Bandura, 1986; Durkin, 1995a, 1995b; Goodnow, 1990; Ruble, 1987).

Cooperative learning is considered to be one of the most effective ways of
socialization at school. Cooperative learning has received a lot of attention and praise
especially since the 1990s. More than 70 major studies in ISA by federally sponsored
research centres, field-initiated investigations and local districts examining their own
practices have demonstrated cooperative learning’s effectiveness on a range of outcomes.
John Dewey, American philosopher, psychologist, and educational reformer, one of the
most prominent American scholars in the first half of the twentieth century, believed it
was important that students develop knowledge and social skills that could be used
outside of the classroom. He continually argued that education and learning are social and
interactive processes, and thus the school itself is a social institution through which social
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reform can and should take place (Dewey, 1938). Another scholar Lewin Kurt also greatly
influenced upon American education, especially with regard to a pedagogical practice
known as “cooperative learning”. Lewin’s approach to cooperative learning was based
on the ideas of establishing relationships between group members in order to successfully
carry out and achieve the learning goal (Sherman, L.W., Schmuck, R., Schmuck, P.,
2006). “Cooperative learning has its greatest effects on student learning when groups are
recognized or rewarded based on the individual learning of their group members” (Slavin,
1996, p. 52). “Cooperative learning is based on two theories: Structure — Process —
Outcome theory and Social Interdependence theory (Johnson D., Johnson R., 1998).

Thus, the research aim and objectives is to underline the importance of using widely
cooperative learning in the process of student socialization.

Presenting the main research material. Social integration, or the process through
which individuals are included in the economic, political and social fabric of society,
differs by life course stages, with each stage broadly characterized by different channels
of integration. Socialization is a process where person learns about role, status and value
that should have in society. Socialization is not the same as socializing (interacting with
others, like family, friends and co-workers); to be precise, it is a sociological process that
occurs through socializing. Without socialization it is impossible to learn nonmaterial
culture of society, such as its beliefs, values and norms. Most importantly, it helps to
understand the natural and social worlds in which we live. It is a lifelong process through
which we become prepared for new social environments and expectations in every stage
of our lives.

There are six agents of socialization: family, school, peer group, mass media,
workplace, religion. A basic activity of human association in any social group or
community, regardless of size is education whereby people gain knowledge, acquire
understanding, master skills or internalize values. The school is an artificial institution set
up for the purpose of socialization and cultural transmission. It is the first large-scale
organization of which the child becomes a member and which reflects what goes on in
the wider society. Students spend the major part of their active hours of the day in school.
Obviously, during this time they acquire a lot from their teachers and fellow students. The
school is the next to the family in terms of importance as far as socialization is concerned
and combines the formal and informal approaches in its socializing function.

1. The school in a formal way provides the child with:

— knowledge of basic intellectual skills such as reading, writing, verbal expression,
quantitative and other cognitive abilities. Education teaches languages and allows people
communicate with each other according to positions in society.

— cultural achievements of one’s society

— opportunities to acquire social and vocational abilities which are necessary in order
to make one a social, useful and economically productive member of the society

— gender roles as perceived as suitable roles by the society;

2. Educational systems socialize students to become members of society, to play
meaningful roles in the complex network of independent positions;

3. Education helps in shaping values and attitudes to the needs of the contemporary
society;

4. Education widens the mental horizons of students and teaches them new ways of
looking at themselves and their society;

5. Education offers young people opportunities for intellectual, emotional and social
growth. Thus education can be influential in promoting new values and stimulating
adaptation of changing conditions;
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6. Informally and especially through social clubs, the school enables the child to
learn a number of other social roles and skills which are also important for his/ her overall
development as a member of society. For example:

— education teaches the laws, traditions and norms of the community, the rights that
individuals will enjoy and the responsibilities that they will undertake;

— education teaches how one is to behave toward his/ her playmates and adults;

— education teaches how to share things and ideas;

— education teaches how to compete responsibly;

— schooling teaches how to cooperate;

— schooling instills the community’s pattern of respect; thus how to relate to others
well and obey rules;

— schooling enables one to intendise the culture of one’s society;

— education leads toward tolerant and humanitarian attitudes. For example, college
graduates are expected to be more tolerant than high school graduates in their attitudes
toward ethnic and social groups.

5 types of socialization are distinguished:

1. Primary socialization. It is a process in which people learn attitudes, values and
actions appropriate to individuals as members of a particular culture.

2. Secondary socialization. It refers to process of learning on what is appropriate
behaviour as a member of a smaller group within the larger society.

3. Developmental socialization. It is the process of learning behaviour in a social
institution or developing social skills.

4. Anticipatory socialization. It refers to the mental rehearsals, concrete plans and
subtle changes in values and perceptions that a significant change in social roles is about
to-occur.

5. Re-socialization. It refers to the process of discarding former behaviour patterns
and accepting new ones as part of a transition in one’s life. This occurs throughout the
human life (Sherman, L. W., Schmuck, R., & Schmuck, P., 2006).

Cooperative learning provides an excellent opportunity to acquire social skills while
participants work in groups, improve their oral communicational skills and go beyond the
linguistic aspect promoting better relationships and having a better classroom
atmosphere, and this process is developed simultaneously. Through interaction and group
work students discover ways of being on task, supporting each other, and learning in a
meaningful way. Cooperative learning represents situations in which teachers structure
group work with the aim to maximise both social and cognitive outcomes.

According to Johnson and Johnson the five elements of cooperative learning are:

1. Positive interdependence: students work toward a common goal. They fail or
succeed together as a whole group.

2. Individual accountability: each student in the group is assessed individually.
Students learn together so they perform higher individually.

3. Face-to-face promotive interaction: students promote each other’s learning by
assisting, supporting, encouraging and praising each other’s efforts to achieve.

4. Social skills: interpersonal and small group skills such as leadership, decision-
making, trust-building, communication and conflict-management, need to be taught.

5. Group processing: group members discuss effectiveness of group. What went
well, what needs improvement and how well they maintained an effective working
relationship (Johnson & Johnson, 1999, pp. 67—73).

Cooperative learning requires students to work in small teams, usually from two to
five learners, in order to make possible individualized face-to-face interactions between
members. The team is supposed to engage in a real group task, which requires
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contribution from all members rather than a single individual. Thus, cooperative learning
requires teachers to introduce and structure both positive interdependence and individual
accountability.

Positive goal interdependence is crucial, as it allows learners to clearly perceive that
their goal is positively linked to the goal of their partners. Learners must identify a
common goal and become aware of their complementarity in achieving their goal, that is,
they must realize that they can reach their goal if the other team members also reach it.
Positive interdependence requires that teachers give a clear task to the team and structure
positive goal interdependence. Teachers should also introduce individual responsibility
to make sure that the contribution of all members in a team is possible, necessary and that
individual learning is visible. The common goal of the team must be to ensure that every
member understands, masters, and integrates the materials on which the team is working.
(Halpern, D.F.)

Canada can be a good example in solving the problem of socialization in practice.
Canadian government pays great attention to the rich cultural diversity that exists among
Canada’s native aboriginal indigenous, native, First Nations people. Schools socialize
children by teaching them about citizenship and national pride. They require classes about
Canadian history and geography. Textbooks are continually scrutinized and revised to
update attitudes toward the different cultures in the country as well as perspectives on
historical events; thus, children are socialized to a different national or world history.
Recent textbook editions include information about the mistreatment of First Nations
which more accurately reflects those events than in textbooks of the past. In this regard,
schools educate students explicitly about aspects of citizenship important for being able
to participate in a modern, heterogeneous culture.

According to OECD (Organization for Economic co-operation and Development)
statistics most Canadian children spend about seven hours a day and 180 days a year in
school, which makes it hard to deny the importance school has on their socialization. In
elementary and junior high, compulsory education amounts to over 8,000 hours in the
classroom. Students are not only in school to study math, reading, science and other
subjects — the manifest function of this system. Schools also serve a latent function in
society by socializing children into behaviours like team work, following a schedule and
using textbooks.

School and classroom rituals, led by teachers serving as role models and leaders,
regularly reinforce what society expects from children. Sociologists describe this aspect
of schools as the hidden curriculum, the informal teaching done by schools. The latent
functions of competition, teamwork, classroom discipline, time awareness and dealing
with bureaucracy are features of the hidden curriculum.

In addition, a Canadian high school is offering “adulting” classes to teach students
life skills that will help them in the future. In Grade 12 students are finally one year away
from being able to enter into the real world and they quickly find out they don’t know
anything about it. After graduation many of them find that their Algebra and History skills
don’t really prepare them for the real world of budgeting and taxes. That’s why E.J.
Lajeunesse High School in Windsor (Ontario) is now offering “adult classes” to teach the
students life skills that they will need after they leave the world of the public school
system. The school is taking the right steps to ensure that their students won’t feel lost in
the adult world when they graduate and move forward in their lives. More than 100 of
their students are currently taking courses and learning life skills to be prepared for being
an adult.

One of the skills that this high school is focusing on teaching their students is financial
planning. This includes mandatory skills such as how to budget and how to maintain your
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credit cards. Another important skill is cooking for one. The students learn a variety of
easy cooking skills. Home maintenance and car maintenance are also other adult skills
that the students are learning. Things like how to patch a hole in the drywall, use power
tools, check your car oil, and change a tire are important skills that every adult should
conquer before they go and live on their own. Clothing is also another important topic
when it comes to finally being forced to be an adult. How to sort your laundry, iron your
interview skirts and sew on a new button are all skills that you are going to need once you
can’t pawn off all your laundry on your mother anymore. Finally, E.J. Lajeunesse High
School is also teaching their students how to manage stress. It is known, that moving into
the adult world directly after high school can be stressful and it is important to discover
ways to make this stress more bearable. This approach gives young people the opportunity
to learn the skills they need in order to be self-sufficient, successful adults from the
moment they leave home. (Howse, 2019)

Conclusions and further research prospects. Schools can be effective systems that
promote the social, emotional and academic skills of children and youth by serving as
social microcosms of the broader society. It is widely recognized among education
researchers and practitioners that social and emotional (non-cognitive) skills significantly
influence student learning and performance. These skills include recognizing and
managing emotions, developing caring and concern for others, establishing positive
relationships, making responsible decisions and handling challenging situations
constructively. These skills include serve as the foundation for a broad range of
psychosocial, academic and occupational outcomes. Subsequently, many primary and
secondary schools should invest resources into interventions that focus on the promotion
of these skills.

There is evidence to suggest that the built environment of schools affects these social
and emotional conditions and contributes to student socialization — factors that promote
social and emotional skills — associated with academic learning and performance. The
teacher’s task is to create the possibility to foster and construct a safe and supportive
environment in the classroom where the students could feel confident to express their
ideas and respect others without fear or rejection. Through interaction and group work
students discover ways of being on task supporting each other and learning in a
meaningful way. Social skills gained in the classroom are lifelong skills.

Thus, schools must focus educational process on training useful citizens who will
obediently confirm to society’s norms and will accept the role and status that society will
confer upon them when they have finished their schooling. Socialization in school will
help young people to function successfully in their social worlds.
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AHoTamist. Y craTrTi 0OrOBOPIOEThCS BaXIIMBICTH COIiamizamii y4HIB B yMOBax
CyJacHUX BHKIMKIB. [IuTaHHS moisirae B TOMy, SIK CTBOPHUTH BiZIIOBiJHE CEpPEIOBHIIE,
SKE€ MaKCHMAaJbHO HaBUHUTH iX aJanTyBaTHCS IO JOPOCIOTO SKUTTS 3 HAHMEHIINMU
TpyzaHouiaMu. Comianizaris — e mporec, yepe3 KUl BOHU BYaThCs OyTH MOBHOLIHHIMU
4YJIeHaAMH CYCIIJIbCTBA, a IIIKOJIA 3 Tl MOTEHIIIaIOM € HaBayKJIMBIIINM areHTOM ITICIIs CiM 1,
e el mporiec BiOyBa€eThCsl. AIKe OUIBIIICTh aKTHBHOTO Yacy yYHI HPOBOAATH Y KO
1 Ai3HAIOThCA OaraTto BiJ BUMTENIB Ta OAHOKIAcHUKIB. CydacHa MIKOJNa 3HAXOJUTHCS
nepe]; BUKIUKOM: SK CTBOPHTH Oe3leyHe HaBYAIbHE CEPElOBHUINE, SKE CHPHUATHME
(hopMyBaHHIO 1 PO3BHTKY SK aKaJCMiYHUX, TaK 1 COMIaIbHMX HABMYOK Y4YHIB, 1 sIKi
JO3BOJIATH IM JOCSTHYTH YCIIXiB y CBOiX MalOyTHiX mnoumHaHHsAX. Lli HaBHYKH
BKJIIOYAIOTh YMIiHHS PO3Mi3HABaTH €MOI{ Ta YNpPaBISATH HUMH, PO3BHBATH IMOYYTTS
MOBard i TypOOTH 1O CTOCOBHO iHIINX, HAJIATOHKYBATH IMO3UTUBHI CTOCYHKH, IPUHMAaTH
BIZIMIOBifAIbHI PILIGHHS Ta CIPABISITUCS 3 PI3HUMH BUKIMKaMU. 3BHYAHHO, TOJOBHOIO
(hiryporo B IIbOMY MPOIIECi € BYUTEIb.

KoomepatiBre -HaBuaHHs Tepenbadae poOOTy Y4YHIB y HEBEIMKUX Tpymax, a
e()eKTHBHICTb MMOJISATA€ B TOMY, L0 KOXKEH YWICH TPYIH € 3aJisTHUM y TPOIeC HaBUaHHS i
OTPUMYE JOCBiJ] B3a€MOJII 3 IHITMMH. Y KOOIEPAaTHBHOMY HaBYaHHI BUNTENb BUCTYIIAE
MOCEPEHUKOM 1 JoloMarae y4HsSM CTaBaTH OibII CaMOCTIHHMMH, OPraHi30BYIOYH
po0OTy TakMM YUHOM, MIO0 Mi3HABaJbHI 1 COIiajbHI HaaOaHHS Oy HAWBUIIUMH.
KoomepaTnBHe HaBYaHHS € COLIANFHOIO KOHCTPYKIN€I0. 3HAHHS 3aCBOIOIOTHCS LIBHIIE
y comianpHiii B3aemomii, HDK Bix BumTens. I[liATBepmKEeHO, MO TaKWH MiIXix
MaKCHMAJIFHO CIIPHSE COMiami3alii 3HaHb, YMIHHIO TIPAIfOBATH 1 HABYATHCS Pa3oM, i, B
[iIOMY, iHAWBITyaJbHO Ta COIIaTbHO PO3BUBATHUCS.

KawuoBi cioBa: comiamizamisi, comianbHi HaBUYKH, CYCIINIBCTBA, arcHTH
coliaizariii, KoorepaTuBHE HAaBYAHHS, KOMaHIHa po00Ta, B3aEMO/Iisl, TPYIIOBHIA MPOIIEC,
MO3UTHBHA B3a€MO3JICHKHICTB.
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