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GENERAL HOMEWORK STRATEGIES

Homework is generally regarded as an after classroom activity that helps students to reinforce
their knowledge.

An average lesson has a strong time limit, and there is no much time to practice. So, teacher
gives student homework assignments to understand materials better. It also can help to make students
more independent in their learning.

Homework has many advantages for both teachers and students. If there are a lot of materials
and a teacher does not have time to explain it, she/ he can give it as a home assignment. Besides, there
are plenty of important but time-consuming exercises. So, homework gives an opportunity to do
everything properly and thoroughly.

However, students do not always understand the importance of homework. They think that it is
unnecessary to do it. Besides, students believe that homework takes a lot of their spare time. It happens
because they do not know how to organize their time and how they should do it. Moreover, it causes a
stressful situation for both a teacher and a student. Students who are not ready with homework make
teaching process difficult. However, there are many homework strategies for both teachers as parents
and even students.

According to various Internet resources, homework strategies are a set of recommendation for
teacher how to motivate students to do homework [2; 3; 4].

Almost for all the students homework is challenging. Moreover, for a teacher the main task is
to encourage. If students do not understand what to do, they do nothing. A teacher has to give some
tips that help students not to spend indeterminate amount of time dealing with homework difficulties.

A teacher needs to explain students that homework is their responsibility. Moreover, they have
to realize that this activity improves their knowledge.

Nevertheless, a teacher has to understand that assigning homework involves her/him requiring
that students make time outside of class to focus on their subject. It is not important when and how
students do their homework task, but we as a teachers need to ensure that what we assign is a valuable
use of their time [1].

For overcoming all these problems universal homework strategies were created.

There is a lot of information about the classification of homework strategies. Homework
strategies have different names but the same substance. Besides, the amount of them also varies.
However, the gist is clear — to help students to do homework successfully.

There are five general homework strategies. The first one is to make sure that students already
know the material of a lesson before they leave a classroom.
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Many teachers do not know that the main aim of homework is to practice acquired knowledge.
Very often, they ask students to prepare new materials. It is because teachers think; it will be more
effective way to learn the language. In fact, students are confused, and homework becomes a serious
challenge.

The second strategy is to let students begin homework accomplishment at the end of a lesson.
That allows students to ask questions about the assignment and enables a teacher to identify problems
they are having understanding the instructions or completing the work. Besides, a teacher should pay
special attention to students who typically appear to struggle with homework.

Another strategy is to adapt homework to students’ needs. If an assignment appears
overwhelming for a student, a teacher should consider shortening it. A teacher needs to draw a clear
connection between the skills and knowledge students will develop and the actual task. Students have
to understand that it is not about what they are working on; it is about what they are working toward.

The forth homework strategy, which may be optional, is to have a contact with parents. A
teacher ought to send home a letter explaining to parents the purpose of homework. In this letter, a
teacher also might offer some homework tips to parents.

The fifth homework strategy is to supply students with all necessary equipment and resources.
Students might be outside of the classroom, but they do not have to be separated from helpful
resources. The task of a teacher is to try including different things for each assignment, an assignment
sheet, for instance.

All these strategies prove that homework is a frequent source of tension between teachers and
students. It is obvious that more and more children are suffering from their home assignments. They
might refuse to do it or try cheating or even to miss school because of it.

Therefore, there are many challenges that students need to overcome during homework. It is
well-known that students are influenced by various distractions (gadgets, TV or phone calls). Another
problem is timing. Pupils are disorganized and do not know how to arrange their studying properly. It
is not an easy task for many students to manage homework environment. The next and one of the prior
problems for teachers and parents problem is students’ low motivation. Teachers should give right
amount of homework because children’s backlog tends to demotivate. It is hard to students to do lots
of activities at once, so they refuse to do them at all though tasks are interesting and engaging.

Homework is an integral part of learning process but it is extremely challenging for students.
Various distractions are the main reason. Therefore, a teacher has to know general homework
strategies to overcome all difficulties. Obviously, it is not an easy task for a teacher to define and
defeat all the frustrations successfully. Besides, it is important to note that students often face multiple
homework challenges at the same time (e.g., boring assignments and unpleasant homework-related
emotions) and that these challenges are frequently related.
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