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Matviichuk Ye.

Rivne State University of Humanities

Rivne

CREATING AN INGUIRY-DRIVEN CLASSROOM

Every year, day and even every minute our world changes. Society, traditions and
customs are changing, technologies are developing, people think and perceive things
differently. As teachers, we should understand that in such circumstances, children
change as well. They are different from us and those before us, and therefore need a
different education system. We should move away from outdated traditional teaching
methods and introduce new ones that will interest and motivate them to learn. Typical
lessons, where the teacher speaks and the students just sit and try to memorize the
information, do not give a positive result for the modern students. We should
understand that traditional methods no longer work.

The first step to creating a proper learning atmosphere is to understand modern
students' psychology, their features and characteristics.

So, what are the key characteristics of the 21st-century learners? If you try to
describe them with several adjectives, the following will often be heard: interested,
hyperactive, open, creative, mobile, gadget-dependent, straightforward, confident,
sociable and lazy. Previous generations with whom the traditional education system
worked and who could work with it did not have so many factors that would divert their
attention from learning. They did not receive so much fresh information at once and were
ashamed to slap something superfluous so as not to provoke general condemnation.

Firstly, we can say that modern students are more aware about their place in the
world. They can maintain a conversation about global issues. For example, health
concerns, environmental protection, and economic growth. Students, because of
scrolling through various pages on social networks, are accustomed to paying attention
to keywords and thus choose what interests them. So, we need to choose interesting

topics to get their attention. In addition to the teacher, their tutor is the Internet.
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Learners nowadays are more knowledgeable in technical matters than in communication
and socialization. They need more experience in group and pairs work.

Some new aspects of self-awareness are formed in modern children at a young
age. Among them, the most important is self-determination, i.e., the desire of young
people to determine their place in life, at work, in society. The position of the modern
student is also expressed in the desire to find their place in the family, in the events of
society, to really assess their own capabilities, in the desire to learn about the complex
world of human relationships.

Based on such characteristics of modern students, teachers should think about
learning that may interest, attract students and reveal their potential and skills. Modern
lessons should be based on the development of 21 century skills, critical and creative
thinking.

So, what new teaching methods can we use to meet students' needs?

First of all, I want to mention inquiry-based learning. Personally, for me the aim
for education is to grow a mind ready to solve problems and think critically, and to ask
guestions is a necessary skill in this process. To make the world a better place, our
society needs people who ask questions, seek answers, and create solutions. So, it's time
to develop curiosity in our children. Curiosity is a powerful catalyst for learning.
Children want to understand the world around them and naturally reveal their interests
by asking questions.

Inquiry-based teaching focuses on moving students beyond general curiosity to
critical thinking and deep understanding. We should encourage students to ask
questions and support them in the investigation process, understanding when to start and
how to structure an inquiry activity.

Inquiry-based learning is about triggering curiosity. Triggering inquiry is about
learning something new, it's something that generates our own enthusiasm, even if it’s
about the content we’ve seen or learn for years.

There are different kinds of inquiry-based learning, which become decreasingly

structured and suit different classrooms [1]:
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o Confirmation Inquiry — you give students a question, its answer and the
method of reaching this answer. Their goal is to build investigation and critical-thinking
skills, learning how the specific method works.

o Structured Inquiry — you give students an open question and an
investigation method.

o Guided Inquiry — you give students an open question and they design
investigation methods to reach a conclusion.

o Open Inquiry — you give students time and support. They pose original
questions that they investigate through their own methods, and eventually present their
results to discuss and expand.

Regardless of the type, inquiry-based learning aims to develop students’ abilities
to analyze, synthesize and evaluate information — indications of high-level thinking
according to Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Based on the article from TeachTrought developed by Irena Nayfeld [2], we can
name six strategies for creating an inquiry — driven classroom:

1. Let students explore and learn through play

Introducing students to new activities, we should give them the opportunity to
explore and play first. Opportunity to take a closer look at it, touch it, move on,
understand their relationship with each other, and then they will be ready to ask some
questions and raise their understanding of this project to a new level.

2. Turn a lesson into a project (or project-based learning opportunity)

Creating a project can visualize and summarize teacher's work and student
learning outcomes. As the teacher, you can then take that curiosity and pick a question
to investigate, teach children how to use find answers using books or technology, and,
most importantly, show them that their questions can lead to experiments and
explorations and new knowledge.

3. Stop being the expert

When you are not sure of the answer, use it as an opportunity to model curiosity.

Tell the kids you are not sure of the answer and ask for suggestions of how we can find
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out. They might come up with reading books, watching videos online, using Google, or
conducting an experiment to figure out the answer.

4. Have a plan for questions

In an inquiry-driven classroom, questions drive the learning, and students drive
the questions. That is why it’s important to have a question action plan or a system in
your classroom for how questions are handled.

5. Create a ‘Wonder Wall.’

A Wonder Wall (or any other system you can develop) is a great space to put
questions, but it is only great if children know that there is a set time and procedure for
when those questions will be reviewed. Create a consistent system that works for you
and your classroom, and make it a regular part of the routine so that questions are a
vehicle for, not a distraction from, learning.

6. Highlight the evolution of student questions

Similar to the Wonder Wall, consider highlighting not just questions but the
evolution of questions. How questions change is a strong indicator of understanding.

And after using inquiry based learning you’d have a classroom that, overall,
learns deeper and wider than ever before. It helps motivate students to become experts
in their self-described field. And the more often a student gets a taste of what it feels
like to be an expert, in however small a concept, the more they will want that feeling
later on in life.

We should also develop students' independence. We can improve it by developing
Learners Autonomy.

The notion of learner autonomy was first developed out of practice by teacher-
researchers at the Centre de Recherches et d’Applications Pédagogiques en Langues
(CRAPEL), University of Nancy, France, in the early 1970s. They defined learner
autonomy as a capacity and willingness to act independently, “the ability to take charge
of their learning” (Holec, 1981), for example learning by themselves, choosing and
studying material satisfying their needs or how well they are prepared for the test,
reading books not assigned by a teacher and so on. It doesn’t mean that they work

completely independently, without a teacher or completely alone. In order to foster
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learner autonomy, it is necessary to develop a sense of responsibility and encourage
learners themselves to make decisions about their learning.

Here are some tips offered by Skyteach on how to develop student autonomy [3]:

1)  Teach the students how to learn

Show the students how to learn, teach different study skills and strategies. Show
them the ways they can use course book at home (listening to the tracks and working
with transcripts, retelling the stories etc.) Train learners to identify their own preferred
learning styles and strategies.

2)  Make self-evaluation important

Ask the students set the objectives and then have them evaluate their progress.
Moreover, to increase students’ self-awareness you might ask your students to write
down what they have learnt at the lesson, what they liked / dislike about the lesson,
what information was new / easy / difficult, what they have not understood very well.

3)  Make the students research and find the answers themselves

We should make our students work for the answers to even the small questions,
have them make the effort. It is not just about them finding the answer to the question
they’re asking now; it is about learning how to find answers to questions they might
have in the future. Ask them to guess the meaning from the context, search online to
investigate what the correct answers are.

4)  Provide guidance to study and use English outside the classroom

Show students the ways to improve their English outside the classroom. For
example, you can give them a list of tasks which might motivate them and ask to try
something new every week

5)  Use task-based learning approach

TBL refers to an approach to teaching and learning which views the completion of
meaningful tasks through authentic communication as an effective way to improve
language proficiency in the natural, practical, and functional use. Task-based language
learning and teaching give students something real to do using the language they are
learning. Such tasks can include visiting a doctor, planning a tour, conducting an

interview. Assessment is primarily based on task outcome rather than on accuracy of
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prescribed language forms, therefore there is no prior focus on language. This makes
TBLT especially popular for developing target language fluency and student confidence.

As mentioned above, modern students are well versed in technology, so their use
in the classroom will be very effective and will have a positive result. The effective use
of digital learning tools in classrooms can increase student engagement, help teachers
improve their lesson plans, and facilitate personalized learning. It also helps students
build essential 21st-century skills.

Virtual classrooms, video, augmented reality (AR), robots, and other technology
tools can not only make class livelier, they can also create more inclusive learning
environments that foster collaboration and inquisitiveness and enable teachers to collect
data on student performance.

Still, it’s important to note that technology is a tool used in education and not an
end in itself. The promise of educational technology lies in what educators do with it
and how it is used to best support their students’ needs.

Overall, creating an inquiry-driven classroom will provide students with a deeper
understanding of the material and better memorization. Inquiry-based learning will
allow students to develop and improve 21st century skills, work on their mistakes, learn
to think critically and creatively, and in the future help them become the adults who are

knowledgeable and ready to solve problems.

REFERENCES
1. eLearning Industry / Instructional Design Models and Theories: Inquiry-
based Learning Model by Christopher Pappas. URL:

https://elearningindustry.com/inquiry-based-learning-model.

2. TeachThought / 6 Strategies for Creating an Inquiry-Driven Classroom by

Irena Nayfeld. URL: https://www.teachthought.com/learning/6-strategies-for-creating-

an-inquiry-driven-classroom/.

3. Skyteach / Developing learner autonomy. URL.:
https://skyteach.ru/2018/06/28/developing-learner-autonomy/.

164 |


https://elearningindustry.com/inquiry-based-learning-model
https://www.teachthought.com/learning/6-strategies-for-creating-an-inquiry-driven-classroom/
https://www.teachthought.com/learning/6-strategies-for-creating-an-inquiry-driven-classroom/
https://skyteach.ru/2018/06/28/developing-learner-autonomy/

AKTyaAbHI ITpobAeMH CcydacHOi iH03eMHOi (piroaorii

Hayxosuii xepisnux: kaumo. ned. Hayk, 0oyeH Kageopu Npakmuku aHeniiucbKoi

Mmosu @piopix A.B.

Myapaxk B.B.

Xepconcvkuil Oepacasnuil yHigepcumem

Xepcon

BUKOPUCTAHHA IHTEPHET-CEPBICIB B IHTEPAKTUBHOMY
HABYAHHI

[HTEepakTUBHE HaBYaHHS € BaroMoOl CKJIAJ0BOI0 JHCTAHIIITHOTO OHJIAWH
HaBuyaHHs B mkoii y 2020-2021 pokax. [HTepakTuBHE HaBYaHS — 1€ OJUH 13 OCHOBHUX
CYy4YaCHHUX IIISAXIB aKTUBHOI'O OCOOMCTICHO-OPIEHTOBAHOTO HABYAHHS, AK€ HAMOUIBIION
MIpOIO BIAIOBIZIA€ TICUXOJIOTIYHUM OCOOJIMBOCTSAM YYHIB Ta COIladbHO-TICAArOriYHUM
3aKOHOMIPHOCTSIM HaBYaHHSA y CEPEIHINA IIKOJ1 CbOTOICHHS.

[Ipy axkTUBHOMY HaBYaHHI B YYHIB HEMa€ MOXJIMUBOCTI YXWIWUTUCA BiJl
KOJIEKTUBHOI pOo0OTI, sika 0a3yeThCs Ha B3a€EMOJIiT Ta B3aEMOJIONIOBHEHH1 BC1X YYaCHHKIB
HABYAJILHO-BUXOBHOTO TMpoliecy. BoHM mepectaioTh OyTH MacHBHUMH ClyXadaMu i
MOYMHAIOTh aHAJII3yBAaTH TO/IaHy 1H(POPMAIIi0, KPUTUYHO ii OILIHIOBATH, MOB'A3yBaTH 3
O0COOMCTHM JIOCBIJIOM Ta IiJ Yac IIaJIOTy Ta B3a€MOIIi 3 IHIIMMHU YYHSIMHU JI13HABATUCS
PO Pi3HI TOUKHU 30pYy. AKTUBHE HAaBYaHHS CIIOHYKA€E 10 TBOPUYOCTI Ta KPEaTUBHOCTI.

Merta cTarTi — MPOJAEMOHCTPYBATH MOKJIMBOCTI IHTEPAKTUBHOTO HAaBYAHHSI, IO
HaOyBa€e OCOOJMBOI aKTyaJbHOCTI 3apa3, KOJM 3Ha4HA YacTHMHA HAaBUYaJbHOTO Yacy
MPOXOJNTHh JTUCTAHIIHHO. ABTOp cTarTi mpounuia kKypcu: «lludpoBi HaBUYKH s
BUUTENIB», «KapaHTuH: OHJAlH-CEpBICHU JIA BUYUTENIB», «IHTepaKTHBHE HABYAHHS:
IHCTPYMEHTH Ta TEXHOJIOTII JJIs 1IKaBUX YpokiB» Ha moptani «/lia. Lludposa ocitay 1

HAa OCHOBI1 OTPUMAaHMX 3HaHb 3[1MCHUIIA aHANI3 ICHYIOUMX 1HTEPAKTUBHUX 3aCO01B.
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