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М.І.Зубілевич,  
Г.В.Фінчук  

(м. Рівне) 
GENDER IDENTIFICATION OF THE NEWS TEXT 

In the past decades gender studies have become popular in linguistics, and focus 

not so much on biological characteristics of a person, but rather on the features, deter 

mined by social factors and reflected in lingua-cultural behavior of an individual. 

Gender differences in language and speech point to gender stereotypes, that are 

determined by social roles of men and women and affect gender identity in accordance 

with socio-cultural attitudes, norms and rules of a given society. The basis of the gender 

stereotype formation constitutes the notions of femininity and masculinity, which have 

undergone major changes, reflected in the discrepancy of biological sex and 

psychological manifestations of gender.  

The analysis of international gender studies shows that in modern societies 

women who have attained high professional status, as a rule, demonstrate more 
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masculine features than their male counterparts, modern men “have no taboo on 

emotions, greater emotional openness and performance of traditionally female work” 

[1]. Research in the field of feminist and masculine linguistics has shown gender 

specificity in the content, punctuation, spelling, syntax, lexicophraseology and stylistics 

of the news texts, which allows to select the following parameters of masculine and 

feminine styles of text-formation: – thematic (prior women’s issues – family, health, 

education, men’s – politics, science, sport, profession); – communicative-pragmatic 

(female communicative behavior is characterized by cooperative strategies, indirect and 

factual speech acts, empathy, communicative flexibility, delegation of responsibility; 

male communicative behavior – by competitive strategies, communicative leadership, 

imperative speech acts, authoritarianism); – syntax (female syntax is characterized by 

subordinate bonds, exclamatory and interrogative sentences, passive, elliptical and 

inverted structures, male syntax – by coordinative ties, active structures); – stylistics 

(female style is characterized by hyperbolizing, expressiveness, intensification of 

positive evaluation, concentration of emotional evaluative lexis, diminutive suffixes; 

male style – by concentration of professional terminology, stylistically neutral and 

emotionally negative vocabulary, invectives) [4,11,14]. The highlighted parameters of 

fe/male styles of text-formation have become verbal stereotypes that underlie gender 

identification of the author of the text, news text, the gender specificity of which was 

under investigation including. The pragmatic function of the news text as a genre of 

mass-media discourse is to inform readers about events happening in the real world, so 

news information determines the structural organization of the text. 

 The study revealed that publications of this genre include not only the factual 

description of events, but also elements of evaluation, forecasting, commenting on 

possible consequences of the event [4]. Thematic focus of the news text, according to 

the results of  psycholinguistic experiment, is the determining parameter of gender 

markedness, due to stereotypical notions of media influence, traditionally attached to 

fe/male journalists. A thematic analysis of preferences of fe/male authors in the British 

press helped to clarify topics, covered by male authors (sports, politics, economics, 

business, science); and fe/male writers (fashion, social protection, health, education, 
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culture), natural disasters (hurricanes, earthquakes, landslides, typhoons, tsunamis), 

presented in equal quantity by fe/male authors (the sex of the author was specified in the 

online sources), but in different ways.  

The analysis of the news texts revealed that differences manifest themselves in 

the variability of substantive aspects of the events described, the structuration of 

informative units, lexico-stylistic ways event’s description[4,7,10]. The study of 

substantive aspects of news texts showed that male authors touch upon political, legal, 

economic and scientific problems caused by natural disasters on the global scale; news 

texts, written by male authors are characterized by the use of political economic, legal 

and scientific term[5].  Female authors mainly refer to personal and social problems of 

victims of natural disasters that constitute the headlines of news text[5].  But the 

leveling of differences in masculine and feminine news texts is manifested in the fact, 

that along with social aspects of the news event, female journalists often highlight 

economic, legal and political consequences of the disaster but within a certain social 

group or a concrete individual. Thus, a substantial aspect of media content is determined 

by psychological peculiarities of fe/male perception of reality. Men perceive and 

evaluate the situation as a whole, they are more interested in global integrity, not 

requiring detailed attention, therefore male authors extrapolate the problems of the 

country on the world community Women rather focus attention on details, carefully 

analyze events of local importance.  

So, the study showed that female authors tend to concretize, specify information, 

whereas men –to generalize it. So, nominating participants of the events male authors 

often use collective nouns and substantivized adjectives, female authors specify 

personal and social features of participants such as – biological parameters and physical 

/ mental state, racial identity, personal characteristics and appearance, social and 

professional status.   

Besides, gender peculiarities of the category of informativeness are also revealed 

in the organization of informative blocks of the texts by fe/male authors: male authors 

usually follow the truncated scheme of the news text, developed by T. van Dijk: Title, 

Introduction, the Main event, Comments, History, Reaction, Consequences, 



СУЧАСНІ ПРОБЛЕМИ ГЕРМАНСЬКОГО ТА РОМАНСЬКОГО МОВОЗНАВСТВА – 2020 

 60 

Background/Circumstances, i. e. the informative blocks follow a strict logical sequence. 

With the deployment of the masculine news text, the reader gets information about the 

main event, its background and causes, consequences, circumstances, and the broader 

context of the events arranged in a logical sequence. Female articles often miss such 

blocks as Background, Circumstances, History, and are often marked by individual 

variation of informative blocks and their merger[8]. The selective variance of 

informative blocks in feminine texts is explained by their higher informative 

significance for female authors and the realization of their communicative intention to 

emotionally affect the reader, appealing to compassion and empathy.  

It’s necessary to mention that gender parameters of the news text revealed allow 

differentiating masculine and feminine styles of text-formation and suppose that they 

are included in the developed matrix of gender identification of the author of the news.  

Thus, gender specificity of news texts is determined by socio-cultural factors and 

psychological peculiarities attributed to man as are representative of masculine 

subculture, a communicative leader, characterized by autonomous thinking, logic, 

rationality, objectivity, lingua-creativity, reduced emotionality, and woman as a 

representative of feminine subculture, characterized by a greater degree of emotionality, 

empathy, cooperativeness. It is linguistically manifested in gender parameters of the 

news text and verified in content and structural specificity, stylistically neutral / marked 

vocabulary, specification / generalization of information strategies, as well as in the 

selection of events description aspects, informative blocks structuring, ways of event 

description styles[10]. The linguistic research proved the validity of the allocated gender 

options of news texts on structural and lingua-stylistic levels, revealed the dependence 

of susceptibility of informants to gender characteristics of news texts due to national 

and socio-cultural stereotypes. 
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ЛІТЕРАТУРНА КРИТИКА ЕДГАРА АЛЛАНА ПО  

В ДИСКУРСІ ПОПУЛЯРНОЇ ЛІТЕРАТУРИ США 1800-Х РОКІВ 

Розглянуто специфічність літературно-критичного дискурсу Е.А. По, 

зумовлену його розумінням сутнісних вад північноамериканської масової 

сенсаційної літератури та пошуками шляхів конструктивної трансформації 

детермінантів сенсаційності. 
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