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Our plans for further research are to investigate the effectiveness of VLS for secondary and high school students. 
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SCANNING AND SKIMMING IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
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Богачик М. С. – кандидат педагогічних наук, доцент кафедри практики англійської мови 

 

Reading is one of the four necessary language skills for those learning English as a second language. Reading holds 

the important role because reading is one activity which cannot be released in our life to search information or knowledge 

from textbooks, articles, or magazines written in English. Thus, the students should have good reading skills to help them in 

academic studies. 

Comprehending the text is one of the problems that the students face in reading. They cannot focus on what they 

read during the reading activity and still have difficulty to get the ideas of the text. Answering reading comprehension test 

will be time consuming if they use inappropriate strategies. Another problem is that not every detail of information in the 

passage is needed to answer the reading questions but students usually read the reading passage word by word. Reading a text 

word by word also makes them quickly forget what they have read. 

During the active practice at school, it was noticed that the students have low skills in comprehending English texts 

and have low participation in the studying process because they are difficult to understand and catch the information in the 

reading text, when the students do post- reading activities; they have difficulties to answer the questions because they do not 

know the content of the text. Referring to the problems found, the aim of the article is to investigate how the effective use of 

skimming and scanning in the classroom increases students’ reading comprehension.  

The role of the teacher has been seen a central issue in the learning process.  One of the most crucial functions of 

the teacher is to help students follow the strategies as they are the best guide for their reading. Moreover, according to           

E. Uso-Juan [2], teachers should show students how to apply these reading strategies to deal with a variety of situations, 

types of input and reading purposes. They help students develop a set of reading strategies and match appropriate strategies to 

each reading situation. However, comprehensive learning might not take place if students do not follow the reading strategies 

they have been taught. J. Harmer [1] states that even though students are taught about the reading strategies, it is not 

guaranteed that they follow them reasonably.  

The research question is how appropriate use of such reading strategies as scanning and skimming can improve 

students' reading comprehension skills in secondary school. 

The object of the article is process of teaching reading.  

The subject of the article is the usage of scanning and skimming in teaching reading skills. 

The hypothesis is that the effective use of skimming and scanning strategies in the classroom stimulates students’ 

reading comprehension.  

The objectives of the article are: 

- to define the role of scanning and skimming in teaching reading skills; 

- to illustrate the impact of the effective use of scanning and skimming as reading strategies in the comprehension 

of reading for English students; 

- to determine the importance of applying scanning and skimming during studying. 

In order to reach the objectives of the study such methods were used as: 

1. Analysis and synthesis of the gathered materials. 

2. Interviews and questionnaires. 

Procedure The experiment lasted for 6 weeks. This study was conducted with 10 students. They are 12-13 years 

old. Thus, the methods that were utilized in this study were questionnaires, interviews with teachers and students. A 

questionnaire was designed to investigate the students' reading strategies. It consisted of 5 questions. It was sent out to the 

students who were asked to fill it in and return it back as soon as possible. After the data was collected from the 

questionnaire, an interview, the schedule was designed to further validate the results and make them more reliable. 

The data collected was analyzed in different ways applying different methods for this research study. The 

frequency and percentage rates were used to interpret the data gained from the questionnaire. As for the interview data, the 

thematic approach was followed to analyze the data and also direct quotations from the interviews were used to corroborate 

the findings of the study. 

http://jurnal.unissula.ac.id/index.php/ELIC/article/view/1316/1023
https://www.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/reflections/article/view/114244/88634
https://www.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/reflections/article/view/114244/88634
http://www.academypublication.com/issues/past/tpls/vol01/11/17.pdf
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As for the questionnaire, it has become clear that all students aren’t familiar with the reading strategies. They try to 

understand each word in the text without paying attention to the tasks. Students have some problems with fulfilling tasks 

after reading because they read the text at least 2 times before doing the next exercises. It is worth mentioning that a small 

number of students underline key points and ideas in the text. Such factor results in their answers.  

After the questionnaire, the interviews were conducted with teachers. One of the interview questions was “what do 

you think is the best way to teach students to became aware of the most effective reading strategies like skimming and 

scanning?” When interviewed, one of the teachers responded that the best way to make students aware of the reading 

strategies is to teach the strategies practically like skimming and scanning. The rest of the interviewed teachers collectively 

stated that various reading strategies should be taught separately and teachers should not only focus on some specific reading 

strategies but should make students aware of all the strategies related to reading.  

To improve learners’ reading skills some measures were implemented. To begin with, all students were informed 

that the tasks defines how to work with texts, what information students should pay more attention to, how to understand 

long passages, how to save their time.  

Students were asked to read the first sentence of a short paragraph only, in the long paragraphs, to read the first and 

the last sentences. This advice is especially useful when the task is to match healings to the paragraphs, applying which 

students can understand the main ideas faster.  

Learners were told to look only for words and phrases when they look for specific information (e.g. names, places). 

The students were instructed that they should not read word for word, stops when they do not know words. If it is easier for 

them to underline necessary information, they can highlight it.  

Having practised above mentioned actions we could observe that the quality of understanding the text has 

improved. The students took notes, pointed up key ideas, devided the text into paragraphs. To check whether the effective 

usage of reading strategies like skimming and scanning really work, we questioned students for the second time. 

The overall response to this question was quite positive. Students have clear understanding what strategy is better to 

use according to the given task. 

Conclusions As predicted, our experiment proves that the effective use of skimming and scanning increases 

students’ reading comprehension that is why they are important for learners.  

Based on the application of skimming and scanning strategies during the experiment, these strategies can be used to 

minimize the students’ boredom while reading. The two strategies skimming and scanning give a better way to the students to 

read more effectively to be able to get specific information from the text. This is because the students do not need to 

understand carefully the meaning of each word in the text.  By applying these strategies, the teaching and learning process 

will be more effective and easier to carry out. Therefore, it can attract students’ interest in reading. 
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СПЕЦИФІКА СИНТАКСИЧНОЇ БУДОВИ НАУКОВО-НАВЧАЛЬНОГО ДИСКУРСУ АКАДЕМІКА 

ШУЛЬЖУКА 

Ткачук Майя Миколаївна 

студентка IV курсу 

Актуальність нашого повідомлення полягає у тому, що науково-навчальний дискурс академіка К. Шульжука ще не 

був предметом спеціального лінгвістичного опису. 

Мета нашої роботи – дослідити специфіку синтаксичної організації науково-навчального дискурсу К. Шульжука на 

матеріалі монографії «Складні багатокомпонентні речення в українській мові».  

Комунікативна компетенція сучасного мовця залишається беззаперечною умовою високої кваліфікації у професійній 

сфері. Науковий обов’язок кожного вченого – це не тільки поглиблення знань в обраному напрямі, а й наполегливе 

підвищення якості власної мовної культури. Учасник комунікації застосовує певні мовні одиниці, відбирає й поєднує 

їх відповідно до сфери та мети спілкування, а також щодо функцій, які виконують дібрані мовні засоби у конкретних 

текстах. Це алгоритм реалізації функційних стилів будь-якої мови і української, зокрема.  

Науковим стилем дослідники називають відгалуження книжного стилю літературної мови, якому властива 

підготовленість висловлювання, обізнаність із тематикою та проблематикою (ґрунтовні знання), монологічність 

(якій притаманна адресатність), нормативність. Межі використання цього функційно-стильового різновиду (сфера 

його застосування) охоплюють «наукову галузь, освіту, науково-технічний прогрес суспільства» [7, с. 318]. 

Науковий стиль не є однорідним, його прийнято диференціювати на такі підстилі: власне науковий, науково-

навчальний, науково-популярний [7]. З-поміж головних рис текстів науково-навчального підстилю наукового стилю 

І. Кочан виокремлює доступність викладу інформації, спрощеність системи доведень, системність викладу 

матеріалу, спрямована на активізацію мислення учасника комунікації, послідовність уведенням термінологічної 

лексики [7]. До жанрових різновидів цього підстилю належать підручники та навчальні посібники. 

 Зауважимо, крім поняття «текст», мовознавці сьогодні активно послуговуються поняттям «дискурс», яке Н. 

Арутюнова витлумачує як «зв’язний текст у сукупності з екстралінгвістичними – прагматичними, 

соціокультурними, психологічними та іншими факторами; текст, який взято в аспекті подій; мовлення, що 

розглядається як цілеспрямована соціальна дія, як компонент, який бере участь у взаємодії людей та у механізмах їх 

свідомості (когнітивних процесах). Дискурс ‒ це мовлення, занурене в життя» [1, с. 136−137]. Л. Безугла витлумачує 
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